Dakota County Capital Priorities 2026

Thompson County Park

Prior Appropriation Modification

V1-2026

The issue: In 2023, the Legislature invested $2 million that has allowed Dakota County to
complete schematic design for several master plan improvements within Thompson County
Park. With final design complete, the pollinator promenade, stream restoration and sensory
garden project is under construction with an Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund
grant through the Legislative-Citizen Commission on Natural Resources. Remaining projects

are on hold pending external funding for construction.

The solution: With a $1.2 million balance from the $2 million grant still available after the
completion of schematic design for these projects, Dakota County is requesting that

this appropriation be amended to allow the funds to be used for both final design and
construction of one or more of the remaining projects. This amendment would fund
construction of park enhancements that will improve community access, extend the park’s
ADA-accessible trail system and enhance the overall park experience.

Thompson County Park is in West St. Paul,
Dakota County’s most diverse population.

The 58-acre park, adjacent to Highway 52, is
connected to South St. Paul’'s Kaposia Park and
Kaposia Landing by the River to River Greenway.
The urban park offers a variety of natural
habitats to explore — from hilly savanna to
shady woodlands.

Scenic trails, including one around Thompson
Lake, and other amenities make Thompson
County Park a popular destination for the more
than 50,000 residents who live in northern
Dakota County. Through a partnership with both
the City of West St. Paul and Independent School
District 197, Thompson Park Center also serves
the older adult community through programming
and educational opportunities.

The Thompson County Park Master Plan
identifies improvements prioritized over the next
10 years. Schematic design was completed using
the 2023 state investment for a pollinator

promenade and sensory garden, restoration

of a historical stream corridor, additional ADA
accessible trails, inclusive nature play experience,
picnic area, park entry and greenway wayfinding
improvements, small amphitheater, Dakota
Lodge renovations, land bridge, and sound wall
along Hwy 52.

The ability to use the remaining $1.2 million

of state investment for both design and
construction would allow the county to complete
one or more of the following projects and
enhance accessible recreational opportunities for
residents and visitors of West St. Paul in a
well-loved urban nature area:

* ADA aggregate path that includes immersive
nature play stations with sensory, creative and
imaginative areas designed to serve individuals
on the autism spectrum and their families.

* Emerson Pond picnic area.
* Simon’s Ravine overlook and trail upgrades.
» Dakota Lodge renovations and improvements.

* Park entry and greenway wayfinding
improvements.

* Facility improvements.
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