Friends of the Casey Jones State Trail SF373
Senate Capital Investment Committee

Dear Chair Pappas and Members of the Committee.

My name is Myron Koets, chair of the Friends of the Casey Jones State Trail. | am writing to
express my support for SF373, a bill to fund state trail maintenance and reconstruction.

Friends of the Casey Jones State Trail is an all-volunteer group that supports and promotes
the Casey Jones State Trail. The Casey Jones Trail is the oldest state trail in the state of
Minnesota, so designed in 1967. Unfortunately, it is also the shortest and poorly
maintained trail system, because of the lack of funding. The first five-mile segmentis one
of the roughest in the state because of badger holes and plant life attempting to grow
through the surface of the trail. It has become difficult to promote the trail as an economic
development asset because of its condition.

Paved trails require occasional restoration and parts of the Casy Jones Trail is nearing 30
years old. The current funding method is inadequate to allow reconstruction and
maintenance of the trails in Minnesota. Unless the trails have an additional influx of
funding, which SF373 is designed to provide, parts of the Casey Jones Trail will need to be
closed as a safety factor for the users of the trail. Again, | encourage the funding and
passing SF373.

Myron Koets

Chair
Friends of the Casey Jones State Trail
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