Dear Chairman Pappas and members of the committee:

My name is Becky Hartwig, president of the Friends of the Shooting Star Trail/Prairie Visions
organization. | am writing to express our support for S.F.373, a bill to fund State trail
maintenance.

Friends of the Shooting Star trail/Prairie Visions is a volunteer based group that has worked
hard to bring the Shooting Star trail to our area. Long distance, accessible paved trails,
such as the Shooting trail play a critical role in the social, economic and physical well-
being of Minnesota.

Paved state trails require occasional restoration work to remain viable. The original
sections of the Shooting Star Trail have needed restoration for many years. Due to
numerous complaints from riders on our sponsored 2024 bike ride, we have stopped using
those sections for our annual bike ride.

Our partner, the Parks and Trails Council of Minnesota, has conducted extensive research
to document the life cycle and current needs of the entire paved state trail system. The
research offers valuable guidance on the funding requirements to maintain State trails in
good condition.

S.F. 373 reflects the funding needs identified in this comprehensive research and would set
State trails in the right direction for protecting Minnesota's outdoor recreational legacy.

We urge you to support S.F. 373.

Sincerely,

Becky Hartwig

Prairie Visions/Friends of the Shooting Star Trail
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