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7 April 2026
To: Members of the Committee on Capital Investment

Re: SF4571 (Hauschild) Greater Minnesota Housing Infrastructure

Dear Chair Pappas and Members of the Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to share Habitat for Humanity of Minnesota’s (Habitat Minnesota) support of
SF4571, the Greater MN Housing Infrastructure Grant program. Habitat Minnesota is a statewide support
organization for the 24 local Habitat affiliates in Minnesota, 23 of which serve Greater MN.

Housing needs remain high across the state, and virtually every development requires public infrastructure.
Many rural communities lack land on which to build, and new land must be developed before homes can be
constructed. The infrastructure necessary to support new developments is costly and is often a barrier to
building workforce housing and homeownership opportunities. Those costs ultimately fall on future
homeowners, undermining efforts to keep homeownership within reach for low- and moderate-income
families.

At the same time, Greater Minnesota’s regional and rural hubs are experiencing growing workforce needs and
are places where many Minnesotans want to put down roots, raise families, and contribute to their local
economies. Strategic investments in infrastructure are essential to helping these communities grow
sustainably and meet the demand for housing options that support both employers and families.

Habitat for Humanity affiliates across the state have secured larger parcels of land and are preparing for
expanded development, while others are in active planning for increased production. A targeted
infrastructure investment like SF4571 will help unlock these opportunities and bring more affordable
homeownership within reach across Greater Minnesota.

We know that ongoing and increased investments in this program is needed to reach more cities and
communities across the state. Thank you to Sen. Hauschild for championing these investments in Greater
Minnesota and thank you to the committee for the opportunity to share Habitat Minnesota’s support. Please
reach out to me or Jeru Gobeze (jeru.gobeze@habitatminnesota.org) with any questions.

Sincerely,

Cristen Incitti, President & CEO
Habitat for Humanity of Minnesota
cristen.incitti@habitatminnesota.org
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