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MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

April 28, 2026  
 
  
Chair Marty and Members of the Finance Committee,  
  
I am writing in support of the Gun Violence Prevention package that will be adopted into 
Senate File 4067 (Mohamed). This package contains several of the items also included in the 
Governor’s Gun Violence Prevention package.  
  
Gun violence is a consistent problem in Minnesota. From recent events with the targeting and 
murder of Minnesota legislators and the horrific shooting at the Annunciation school in 
Minneapolis, it is clear additional regulations are needed to address gun violence. The 
Department of Public Safety and the Governor recommend the initiatives included in the 
amendment to SF4067 to address the availability of especially dangerous firearms and firearm 
equipment and prevent gun violence in Minnesota.  
  
High-capacity magazines are commonly defined as ammunition feeding devices capable of 
holding more than 10-rounds. These devices enable a shooter to fire many bullets without 
pausing to reload. High-capacity magazines can hold as many as 100-rounds, and standard 
high-capacity magazines hold 30-rounds, and these inexpensive magazines have a costly 
human impact. Shootings involving high-capacity magazines have more fatalities and injuries 
than those that do not. In mass shootings between 2009 and 2020, high-capacity magazines 
led to 5x as many people shot per mass shooting. High-powered firearms like semiautomatic 
assault rifles have the ability to inflict more damage in a shorter amount of time.  
  
Ghost guns do not have serial numbers and can prevent law enforcement from effectively 
tracing weapons used in a crime. A ban on firearms without serial numbers ensures the 
regulation of all firearms and supports law enforcement’s ability to investigate crimes 
involving a firearm.  
  
A ban on binary triggers was passed in Minnesota in 2024 but was struck down by the courts 
on an unrelated legal issue. Binary triggers allow semiautomatic firearms to shoot more than 
one shot with a single pull and release of the trigger, effectively doubling the rate of fire. 
Repassing the binary trigger ban provides another tool in addressing the availability of 
especially dangerous firearm equipment. In addition, repealing the state’s preemption of 
firearm restrictions will allow local governments to enact measures that make sense for their 
unique communities.  
  
I also want to express DPS support for funding for a public awareness campaign for 
Minnesota’s Extreme Risk Protection Order (ERPO) law. ERPOs create an important tool to 
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temporarily prevent someone in crisis from accessing firearms. Utilizing ERPOs is a proven way to de-
escalate emergency situations and intervene before an incident of gun violence occurs. Funding to 
further increase awareness of ERPOs will protect Minnesotans.  

I appreciate the inclusion of funding for school safety grants but would like to see this grant program 
conducted through the Minnesota School Safety Center in the Department of Public Safety’s Homeland 
Security and Emergency Management Division, as recommended in the Governor’s budget. I would also 
like to see the language from the Governor’s supplemental budget establishing this grant program and 
clearly outlining how the grants may be used rather than referencing statutes not within the jurisdiction 
of the Department of Public Safety.  

Thank you to Senator Mohamed for carrying this bill. These initiatives will address the availability of the 
most lethal firearms, provide awareness of existing tools to prevent gun violence, and reduce gun 
violence in Minnesota.   

Sincerely, 

Bob Jacobson, Commissioner 
Department of Public Safety  


