Chair Marty & members of the Senate Finance Committee, 4/28/2026

My name is Becca Dryden, and I am a resident of South Minneapolis in Senator Mohamed’s district,
a mom of two elementary schoolers, and a parent organizer with Minneapolis Families for Public
Schools. I am writing in strong support of SF4067.

The Annunciation school shooting is not the first time I have experienced a mass school shooting
in my community, and this isn’t my first time advocating for common sense gun legislation to
prevent the next one. My family lived in Nashville, TN in March 2023 when a shooter massacred a
local private elementary school with an AR-style rifle, killing three adults and three children
(3/27/2023). Those children were 8 years old - the same age as my son at the time. In the wake of
that shooting, the community responded loudly, with thousands showing up to the state capitol to
ask our leaders to listen and lead in that moment. But they chose to prioritize gun lobbies. No
meaningful legislation came out of a reluctantly-called special session or the following legislative
sessions, despite the consistent presence of constituents from across the state begging for change.
My family, and many others, ultimately left TN because of how unsafe we felt by the state’s
commitment to gun lobbies over the children in their state.

I now live about 1.5 miles from Annunciation Church, where two children the same ages as my
children were gunned down with an AR-style rifle as their classmates and community members
were praying (8/27/2025). It is a uniquely American experience to live through mass school
shootings in multiple towns. These types of tragedies feel inescapable. But one difference between
Tennessee and Minnesota is that we can take this moment and set an example for the nation for
how to put children’s safety ahead of gun lobbies.

As someone who chose to relocate to Minnesota for a safer & more connected sense of community, I
implore the members of this working group to guide the legislature in taking up gun safety
legislation that will make all of us safer and offer hope to a community still reeling from recent
horrific acts of gun violence. Minnesota has a chance to show the nation what leadership that
listens to constituents and puts their needs first looks like. Minnesota has a chance to offer
Americans a glimpse of what is possible when leaders choose to lead with their hearts and their
minds rather than being motivated by gun lobbyists’ promises of money and power. While so many
seem to have resigned themselves to a future where progress on this issue is impossible, we can do
something that offers a fearful and broken nation a glimmer of hope. If Minnesota’s leaders act
bravely & boldly, we can be the start of a broader movement for safer communities where weapons
of war aren’t easily used to massacre praying children and where responsible gun owners maintain
their rights. A better future is possible, and Minnesota can be the catalyst to get us there, so that
Katherine, Mike, Cindy, Hallie, Evelyn, Hallie, Will, Harper, and Fletcher won’t have died in vain
(Nashville 3/27/23 & 8/27/25 Minneapolis).

Thank you for your time.
Becca Dryden

SD63
Minneapolis, MN 55417



