
 
April 28, 2026 
 
 
Sen. Erin Murphy Sen. John Marty 
Senate Majority Leader Senate Finance Committee Chair 
3113 Minnesota Senate Bldg. 3235 Minnesota Senate 
Bldg. St. Paul, MN 55155 St. Paul, MN 55155  

 
 

Sen. Mark Johnson Sen. Eric Pratt 
Senate Republican Leader Senate Finance Committee Ranking Minority Member 
2401 Minnesota Senate Bldg. 2217 Minnesota Senate Bldg. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 St. Paul, MN 55155 
 

 
Subject: Support School Safety Funding for All Students in SF4067 
 
 
Dear Senate Leaders: 
 
On behalf of our organizations that serve and advocate for the million-plus students in the State of 
Minnesota, we are coming together to support school safety aid and grants funds currently 
travelling in Senate File 3655 and encourage its inclusion in Senate File 4067. This legislation gives 
one-time funding aid and grants to public schools, charter schools, American Indian Tribal Schools 
and private schools to collectively enhance a safe learning environment for all Minnesota’s children 
in kindergarten through 12th grade.  

At this moment in Minnesota, there is a critical need for all types of school safety resources as 
students and school communities are feeling highly vulnerable. Unfortunately, there are many 
cases where funding is completely inadequate for schools to utilize and needs to be expanded. In 
other situations, schools are ineligible and unable to access services that can protect students 
and/or proactively provide ongoing support to school communities. This leaves many schools, 
students and families feeling exposed, at risk and helpless. The results can lead to a decrease in 
academic progress, psychological trauma or tragically worse.  

We want all Minnesota students to be protected physically and mentally and be given the best 
learning environment possible. This is why we support SF3655 and its inclusion in SF4067. It offers 
flexibility and access for schools, whether it is for facility security enhancements, security 
personnel, mental health counseling or all of the above.  

The goal of this legislation and funding is to meet this moment and ensure that students – 
regardless of the school they attend – can receive sufficient physical, social and emotional safety 
necessary to learn and grow. Students need to know they are safe and parents want to be assured 
that that their children’s school will partner with them to provide immediate, developmentally 
appropriate support when challenges or traumatic events occur. SF3655 and its inclusion in 
SF4067 will help us move in that direction.  
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Normally, groups like ours don’t come together on a common issue. But when it comes to fostering 
resilience and lifting up the well-being our all Minnesota students, we stand united. We saw the 
same situation with Senators in the Senate Education Finance Committee as the original bill - 
SF5000 - received a unanimous, bipartisan vote of support. We would like this unity to continue 
with this legislation in the Senate Finance Committee and throughout the rest of the legislative 
process.   

As you consider the final priorities for the remainder of the legislative session, it is vital to pass 
these school safety provisions outlined in SF3655. A commitment to facility enhancements, security 
personnel and access to mental health professionals for all Minnesota’s students will send a 
powerful message that our state is dedicated to keeping all children safe and supported. 

Thank you for your leadership during this difficult time. We stand ready to support efforts that 
ensure every student — public, charter, Tribal or independent — has access to the resources they 
need to thrive. 

 

Sincerely, 

Ann Weiss Ethan Roberts 
Executive Director Deputy Executive Director 
Minnesota Association of Independent Schools Jewish Community Relations Council of 
             Minnesota and the Dakotas (JCRC) 
 
Josh Crosson Joey Cienian 
Executive Director Executive Director 
Ed Allies Minnesota Association of Charter Schools 
 
 
 
 
Cc:  Gov. Walz 
 MDE Commissioner Willie Jett 
 Sen. Mary Kunesh 
 Sen. Jason Rarick 

Sen. Steve Cwodzinski 
Sen. Julia Coleman  

 Rep. Ron Kresha 
 Rep. Cheryl Youakim 
 Rep. Peggy Bennett 
 Rep. Sydney Jordan 
 


