Fellow Minnesotans,

I’'m writing to oppose SF4067 and SF 3655, the proposed bans on semi-automatic rifles and
magazines. | understand why these bills are being introduced. The Annunciation shooting was a
horrific tragedy that never should have happened. But passing laws that violate constitutional
rights while ignoring the real causes of violence is not the answer.

The individual responsible made it clear in his manifesto that he was in a severe mental-health
crisis. He referenced regrets over identity confusion, substance abuse, and a desire to cause
mass harm. This was not a failure of access to firearms — it was a failure to address a deeply
disturbed person before he acted. Too many young people are struggling without adequate,
honest mental-health support.

Restricting law-abiding citizens will not stop someone intent on violence. A determined attacker
could just as easily use arson, explosives, or a vehicle. Preventing tragedies like this requires
addressing root causes, not banning commonly owned firearms. To solve the issue of
preventing tragedies like this from occurring a number of things need to happen.

First, Mental health must be taken seriously and addressed honestly. Kids need real support
that helps stabilize them, not ideological approaches that may worsen their distress.

Second, School security should not be a partisan issue. Basic protective measures have been
delayed or rejected for political reasons, even though they are common sense.

Third, Having School Resource Officers on site is not “trauma-inducing.” A professional police
presence can be positive and stabilizing. I'm a graduate of St. Paul Public Schools, and that
was my experience before the Defund the Police movement.

It's also worth noting that firearm carry permits are increasing in the Twin Cities, notably among
liberals and members of the LGBT community. Many people who once opposed gun ownership
now seek lawful means to protect themselves — both from rising crime and from concerns
about government overreach. These bills would also affect those same people from exercising a
Constitutional right, forcing them to turn in newly, legally purchased firearms.

Bills like SF4067 and SF 3655 would turn law-abiding citizens into felons while having no effect
on criminals. Supreme Court rulings like Heller and Bruen make clear that firearms and
magazines in common use are protected by the Second Amendment. That amendment exists in
part to serve as a check on government power. When the government claims it may possess
weapons that citizens may not, that should concern anyone who values constitutional limits —
especially after recent events like the Federal Metro Surge, under the Trump administration.

Sincerely,

Stephen Mitzuk



