m April 28, 2026

Finance Committee

Dear Chair Marty & Members of the Finance Committee,

Firearms are the leading cause of death for children in the United States. Before 2020, babies and young
children under five were disproportionately represented in number of unintentional firearm-related deaths
for children under eighteen.! Research shows that since 2020, unintentional deaths and firearm-related
assaults have since skyrocketed for all children. Assault with a firearm is now the leading cause of
firearm-related deaths in young children.?

The impact of violence on young children and expecting families is lifelong. Studies show that babies
exposed to violence in utero have weaker brain connectivity when compared to babies who'’s parents
were not exposed to violence during pregnancy.® After birth, in a child’s first three years of life, over 80%
of the brain is developed. Exposure to violence during this critical period is traumatic and has severe
adverse impacts on all future brain development. The benefits of keeping babies and young children safe
will allow them to play, learn, and develop without fear.

By investing in the research of evidence-based and community-informed violence prevention strategies,
listening to families most impacted by firearm-related assault, and acting on emerging recommendations,
legislators have an opportunity to meaningfully address firearm violence and its related consequences,
this Legislative Session.

Minnesota’s Prenatal to Three Coalition urges you to support the SF4067, which includes language from
SF 3655 A19 DE, as part of a strategy to address rising gun violence in our communities and improve
child safety.

Thank you for remembering Minnesota’s youngest children in today’s hearing about firearm safety.

Alisha Porter, Nancy Jost,
Children’s Defense Fund-Minnesota, Director Early Childhood Advisor
Minnesota Prenatal to Three Coalition, Chair Minnesota Prenatal to Three Coalition, Chair
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