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re: Support for SF3655

Dear Chair Marty and members of the Senate Finance Committee,

On behalf of the Annunciation Light Alliance, | write in strong support of Senate File 3655. Our
mission is to protect children and advance practical, evidence-based solutions that prevent violence
before it occurs while strengthening the safeguards that reduce harm when it does. We are a
nonpartisan coalition committed to comprehensive approaches that reflect both prevention and
responsibility.

The events of August 27 at Annunciation are not theoretical to us. During a school Mass, a shooter
fired repeatedly into a church filled with children, killing two and injuring many others. Law
enforcement recovered dozens of bullet fragments from the scene, reflecting the speed and volume
of fire directed into a confined space. This is what we carry with us in this conversation not politics,
but lived reality.

As policymakers consider legislation like S.F. 3655, we recognize concerns that will be raised
around constitutional rights. It is important to be clear. measures that establish reasonable limits on
access to certain weapons and magazine capacities have long been evaluated within constitutional
frameworks that allow for regulation in the interest of public safety. This legislation does not remove
the right to own a firearm it focuses on reducing the conditions that enable high-casualty events.

What we experienced underscores why that distinction matters. In a matter of minutes, a firearm
capable of discharging rounds rapidly into a dense group of children resulted in devastating loss and
injury. The difference between lower-capacity and higher-capacity systems is not abstract; it directly
impacts how many rounds can be fired before interruption, how often a shooter must pause, and
ultimately how many lives are at risk in those moments. Even small interruptions create
opportunities for escape, for intervention, for survival.

At the same time, we know prevention must start earlier. Awareness and accessibility of Extreme
Risk Protection Orders (ERPOs) and trusted anonymous reporting systems are essential. In many
cases, individuals exhibit concerning behaviors over time, yet communities lack clear pathways to
act. Strengthening awareness of these tools empowers families, educators, and peers to move from
concern to action before violence occurs. These are not punitive measures; they are preventative
safeguards designed to interrupt risk.

This is the balance we must strike: upstream intervention paired with downstream harm reduction.



Our vision is to build a Minnesota where warning signs are recognized and acted upon, where
communities are equipped to intervene, and where the scale of violence is reduced when prevention
fails. S.F. 3655 moves us forward on both fronts.

We urge you to support this legislation not as a partisan position, but as a measured, responsible
step toward protecting children and strengthening public safety across our state.

Sincerely,

Kristen Neville
co-chair, Annunciation Light Alliance

Brittany Haeg
co-chair, Annunciation Light Alliance



