
To: Members of the Senate Finance Committee 

Subject: Strong Opposition to S.F. No. 3655 

Dear Chair and Members of the Committee, 

I am writing to you today as a parent and a Minnesota resident to express my absolute opposition to S.F. No. 

3655. Like every parent, my greatest priority is the safety and well-being of my children. We all want secure 

communities for our families to thrive in, but this legislation is a misguided approach that violates constitutional 

rights and unjustly targets law-abiding moms and dads instead of actual criminals. 

Please consider why S.F. 3655 is the wrong path forward for our state and our families: 

• It Violates the Right to Protect Our Families: As a parent, I am the first line of defense for my 

children. S.F. 3655 outright bans the transfer, ownership, and possession of semiautomatic firearms and 

magazines that hold more than ten rounds. Banning the very firearms and standard-capacity magazines 

that millions of Americans rely on for lawful self-defense and home protection directly infringes upon 

our Second Amendment rights and limits my ability to keep my family safe.  

• It Punishes the Law-Abiding for the Acts of Criminals: I teach my children to follow the law and 

take responsibility for their actions. Yet, this bill shifts the burden of public safety onto everyday citizens 

who have done nothing wrong. Under this legislation, parents who currently legally own these items 

would be forced to request certification from the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension by February 1, 2027. 

This certification must be renewed every three years , and we would be severely restricted to possessing 

our property only on our own premises, at licensed ranges, or during lawful transport.  

• It Criminalizes Peaceful Parents: If a busy parent fails to navigate this new administrative burden, or 

chooses not to surrender or remove their lawfully acquired property from the state, they will suddenly be 

treated as a felon facing up to five years in prison and a $25,000 fine. We are threatening to tear families 

apart to answer for the horrific actions of a violent few.  

• It Ignores the Root Causes of Crime: To truly protect our children, legislation must target the 

perpetrators of violence, not the tools of the law-abiding. Rather than investing legislative time and state 

resources into tracking and restricting peaceful, gun-owning parents, our focus must shift to enforcing 

existing laws. We need policies that hold violent, repeat offenders strictly accountable and that address 

the underlying drivers of criminal behavior in our communities. 

Stripping constitutional rights from peaceful Minnesotans will not stop criminals who already operate outside 

the law. I urge you to focus on real solutions that target actual crime so our children can grow up in truly safe 

neighborhoods, and I respectfully ask that you vote NO on S.F. 3655. 

Thank you for your time and your service to our state. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Babcock 

Saint Paul, MN 55106 


