
April 28, 2026 

 

Senate Finance Committee  

 

Dear Chair Marty and members of the Senate Finance Committee: 

 

I’m a mom of an 8th grade student that attends Annunciation Catholic School. My son was in the 
Annunciation Church on August 27th and our feeling of basic safety and security have forever been 
ruptured. I’m writing to share my support of SF3655, a broad package that invests in gun violence 
prevention, school safety, and responsible firearm ownership. 

Firearms are the greatest cause of death for children nationally and gun violence prevention is an 
urgent issue for all Minnesotans.  On August 27, my husband and I were able to bring our son home. 
But the shooting was not a one-day event. A new part of our lives are regular discussions about the 
impact of trauma on our son and a fear for his ability to establish trusting relationships and feel safe 
where he lives, studies, plays and worships. He does not yet fully appreciate the harm to himself 
and his classmates, and this is a blessing in some ways. But one day he will, and we are terrified for 
when that happens.  We are terrified because we know what it is like for us: an abiding moral injury 
of basic bodily safety being ripped away in the place where we are supposed to be the safest. 

This injury is heightened because of the heroic efforts of everyone involved.  Neighbors, school 
teachers and staff, community members, police, first responders, firefighters, emergency nurses 
and physicians and so many more responded exceptionally.  Everyone did their jobs.  We could not 
ask for more.  But Harper Moyski and Fletcher Merkle have died, twenty-eight others were 
physically injured, an entire community is traumatized, and the pain, the grief, and abiding fear and 
uncertainty for our family remains.   

You have a chance this session to make sure no other children have to go through what mine has. I 
know you, like me, care deeply about protecting Minnesota kids, and this is an opportunity for you 
to make Minnesota a safer place for all of our children. This bill invests in gun violence prevention, 
responsible firearm ownership, and school safety.  

I hope you will join me and other Annunciation families by spreading light and voting yes on 
SF3655.  

 

Sincerely, 

Anne Betzner 


