Chair Marty, and Committee Members,

My name is Emily Bierman and I am a resident of Edina writing today to urge the committee to
support SF 3655. This bill would put in place many lifesaving gun violence prevention measures,
including a ban on future sales of assault weapons, a high capacity magazine ban, school safety
funding, and bans on ghost guns and binary triggers.

I am a parent to three young children and gun violence is currently the number one cause of
death for children and teens. Every day I worry about their safety in our society that is
oversaturated with weapons of war that have no place in our communities. Common sense gun
violence prevention legislation, like that included in this bill, will save lives. No law can prevent
all gun violence, but this is a crucial step in keeping our communities safer for our children. The
weapon used to kill Fletcher Merkel and Harper Moyski while attending a church service at their
school on August 27th in Minneapolis has no place in our community. Assault style guns, like
that used at Annunciation, are the preferred weapon of mass shooters and have the capacity to
kill and maim far more people in a short amount of time than lower capacity lower velocity
firearms. Between 2015 and 2022, mass shootings where assault weapons were used resulted in
nearly six times as many people shot, more than twice as many people killed, and 23 times as
many people wounded per incident on average.l Incidents involving a firearm equipped with a
high-capacity magazine resulted in nearly five times as many people shot, more than twice as
many fatalities, and nearly 10 times as many injuries per incident on average compared to those
that did not involve the use of high-capacity magazines.2 Furthermore, research shows that if
congress had upheld the federal ban between 2005 and 2019, they could have prevented more
than 30 mass shootings.

I encourage members of the committee to vote YES on S.F. 3655.
Thank you for considering this testimony and this important legislation.
Sincerely,

Emily Bierman

! Everytown for Gun Safety Support Fund, “Mass Shootings in the United States,” March 2023,
https://everytownresearch.org/mass-shooting-report/
2 Everytown for Gun Safety Support Fund, “Mass Shootings in the United States,” March 2023,
https://everytownresearch.org/mass-shooting-report/




