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April 28, 2026

Chair John Marty
and Members of the Finance Committee, Minnesota Legislature

Re: Support for SF 4067 (SF 3655) — Omnibus Judicial Branch Supplemental Appropriations
Chair and Members of the Finance Committee:

The Council for Minnesotans of African Heritage submits this letter in support of SF 4067 and SF 3655,
legislation that strengthens judicial security, enhances courthouse safety, and establishes critical public safety
protections for communities across Minnesota. These measures carry significant implications for African
Heritage communities, who remain deeply invested in a justice system that is safe, accessible, and accountable.

Impact on African Heritage Communities

Minnesotans of African Heritage continue to experience disproportionate exposure to violence, community
trauma, and systemic inequities within the justice system. Safe courthouses, secure judicial operations, and clear
public safety standards are essential to ensuring that African Heritage residents can fully exercise their rights,
participate in legal processes, and trust the institutions charged with upholding justice.

Judicial Security and Court Infrastructure (SF 4067)
SF 4067 strengthens the safety of Minnesota’s judicial branch through:

e A protected emergency contact registry for Supreme Court justices

e Operational funding to maintain stable court services

o Security upgrades across district, appellate, and Supreme Court facilities

e A competitive grant program supporting courthouse safety improvements statewide

These provisions help ensure that court personnel, litigants, jurors, and community members can engage in legal
proceedings without fear or intimidation. For African Heritage communities, who often navigate the courts for
immigration matters, family stability, civil rights protections, and economic justice, secure and well-resourced
courthouses are essential to fair and equitable access.

Public Safety and Community Protection (SF 3655)

SF 3655 establishes prohibitions on the possession, transfer, and manufacture of semiautomatic military-style
assault weapons and large-capacity magazines, with clear registration requirements and accountability
measures. African Heritage communities across Minnesota have endured disproportionate harm from gun
violence, including the loss of young lives, community destabilization, and long-term trauma. Measures that
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reduce the circulation of high-capacity, military-style firearms support safer neighborhoods and reduce the
likelihood of mass-casualty events that have historically devastated communities of color.

The bill’s structured grandfather provisions, registration requirements, and clear exceptions for law enforcement
and military personnel create a balanced framework that enhances public safety while maintaining clarity for
lawful gun owners.

Strengthening Trust and Community Wellbeing

Together, SF 4067 and SF 3655 advance a vision of safety that protects both the integrity of Minnesota’s
judicial system and the well-being of its residents. African Heritage communities benefit when:

o Courthouses are secure and welcoming

o Judicial officers are protected from threats

e Violence-prevention measures reduce community harm

e Public safety policies prioritize human life and community stability

These bills contribute to a safer Minnesota where all residents, regardless of race, background, or zip code, can
participate fully in civic life.

Conclusion

The Council for Minnesotans of African Heritage supports SF 4067 and SF 3655 and recognizes their
importance in strengthening judicial security, reducing violence, and promoting safer communities across the
state. Continued collaboration between state leaders and community stakeholders remains essential to ensuring
that these measures are implemented in ways that honor the lived experiences and needs of African Heritage
Minnesotans.

Sincerely,

Linda Sloan | Executive Director
Lolita Davis Carter | Legislative & Policy Director
Council for Minnesotans of African Heritage

iz

The Minnesota Legislature empowered the Council for Minnesotans of African Heritage to ensure that people of African heritage fully
and effectively participate in and equitably benefit from the State of Minnesota's political, social, and economic resources, policies, and
procedures. Generally, the Council is charged with the responsibility of:
e  Advising the Governor and the Legislature on issues confronting People of African Heritage;
e  Advising the Governor and the Legislature on statutes, rules, and revisions to programs to ensure that Black people have
access to benefits and services provided to people in Minnesota;
e  Serving as a liaison to the federal government, local government units, and private organizations on matters relating to
People of African Heritage in Minnesota;
e Implementing programs designed to solve problems of People of African Heritage when authorized by statute, rule, or order;
and
e  Publicizing the accomplishments of People of African Heritage and their contributions to the state.
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