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April 27, 2026

RE: Centering Children in Comprehensive Gun Violence Prevention — Please Pass Senate File
3655 As Amended Out of Finance Committee and to the Senate Floor

Dear Chair Marty and Members of the Finance Committee:

In Goodnight Moon, a child moves gently through the quiet rhythms of the day’s end — naming what surrounds
them, letting the world soften, and settling into a place that feels safe enough to rest, to begin again, and to wake
up ready for a new day. It is a simple ritual, but it reflects something profound: the kind of safety every child should
be able to carry with them — not just at night, but as they walk through their days.

That is the childhood we owe our children.

Children’s Defense Fund Minnesota writes to you with both urgency and hope - urgency because of the harm we
continue to witness, and hope because of what is still possible for the children of Minnesota. We urge you to pass
Senate File 3655 as amended and help ensure that all children can safely and joyfully learn, play, grow, sleep, and
dream.

At the heart of this conversation are not policies or politics, but childhoods. The childhoods we believe in. The ones
we owe our children. Childhoods filled with laughter in classrooms, ease on playgrounds, the energy of hallways
between classes, friendships forming over lunch tables, confidence growing in team practices, and the quiet, steady
assurance that the adults in their lives have made the world around them safe enough to dream.

But too many children in our state are growing up under a different reality - one shaped by fear, lockdown drills, and
the unspoken awareness that their safety is not guaranteed. We cannot accept this as normal. Gun violence is now
the leading cause of death for children and teens in the United States. This is not an abstract statistic. It is a
profound failure of the systems meant to protect childhood itself.

And here in Minnesota, this crisis is not distant - it is present and growing. Firearms are the fourth leading cause of
death for children in our state, and the overall gun death rate has increased by more than 35% over the past
decade. The trajectory is moving in the wrong direction - and children are living with the consequences. We also
must confront another truth: not all childhoods are equally protected. Black children are approximately 14 times
more likely to die by gun homicide than their White peers. This disparity is not inevitable - it is the result of systemic
inequities in safety, opportunity, and access to resources. Equity must be at the center of our response. Safety
cannot be something some children experience and others are denied.

Gun violence touches the places meant for childhood — schools, playgrounds, and neighborhood parks. Eleven-
year-old Amir Atkins was shot while at a city park, a heartbreaking reminder that children can be harmed simply for
being where they should be able to run and play carefree. Just one day before the mass shooting at Annunciation
Catholic Church and School, a shooting outside Cristo Rey Jesuit High School left one person dead and six others
injured, sending shock and fear through the school and neighborhood community. The next morning, gunfire
shattered the safety of a place where children had gathered for school Mass. Two young students, Harper Moyski
and Fletcher Merkel, were killed, and 24 more children and three adults were injured when a school shooter fired
116 rounds into a group of students who were praying on the third day of school. Acts of violence like this cause
profound trauma. Entire communities are left carrying grief, fear, and instability while working to help children heal
and feel safe again. The Annunciation community has been courageously sharing their experiences since
September while grieving, because they are determined to protect every child in our state. Their voices are
a call to action we cannot ignore.

Gun violence tragedies are not confined to any one part of our state. Communities across Minnesota have felt the
devastating impact of school violence, from Red Lake Senior High School to ROCORI High School. These losses
make clear that protecting children requires solutions that reach every school and community.
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Our state also continues to grieve the loss of Speaker Emerita Melissa Hortman - a dedicated child advocate - and
her husband, Mark, as well as the shootings of Senator John Hoffman and his wife, Yvette. These acts of violence
have shaken families, neighborhoods, and our shared sense of safety across Minnesota.

Research from the Violence Prevention Project makes something clear: violence is preventable when we
understand the pathways that lead to it and intervene early. Their work shows that acts of violence are often
preceded by identifiable warning signs, access to firearms, and missed opportunities for intervention. An October
2025 report, Keeping Schools Safe? The Research on Behavioral Threat Assessments, from the Learning Policy
Institute found that more than 85% of school shootings are carried out by current or former students who were
experiencing significant distress, including challenges at school or at home. The report also found that about 80%
of school shooting perpetrators had experienced bullying, highlighting how often these tragedies are preceded by
warning signs that adults may not immediately see.

Our response to protecting childhoods must be comprehensive - grounded not only in prevention, but in a vision of
child well-being, and supported by evidence of what works.

This means:

¢ Banning assault weapons and high-capacity magazines. Assault-style weapons and large-capacity
magazines are disproportionately used in mass shootings, dramatically increasing the number of lives lost
and the physical damage caused, especially to smaller bodies, in moments of violence.

o Keeping guns off school property. Schools must be places where children feel safe to learn and belong.
Strengthening policies that keep guns off school grounds reduces risk and reinforces the expectation that
schools are protected spaces.

e Banning ghost guns. Ghost guns allow individuals to build or obtain firearms without background checks
or accountability, undermining existing safety laws and increasing risks to children and communities.

o Expanding awareness and use of Extreme Risk Protection Orders. ERPOs are a proven, preventative
tool that allows temporary removal of firearms from individuals at risk of harming themselves or others.
Increasing awareness and access ensures families and communities can act in moments of crisis.

e Banning binary triggers. Devices such as binary triggers increase a firearm’s rate of fire, making
weapons more lethal and increasing the potential for mass harm in moments of violence.

¢ Investing in robust mental health supports. Many individuals who commit acts of violence experience
crises, trauma, or isolation beforehand. Early mental health support, crisis intervention, and connection to
care are among the most effective ways to interrupt pathways to violence before harm occurs.

o Establishing anonymous reporting systems. Research shows that many planned acts of violence are
known by others beforehand. Anonymous reporting systems allow students and community members to
safely share concerns, enabling intervention when it matters most - before violence happens.

e Providing school safety aid for all schools. Comprehensive safety requires investment: trained staff,
threat assessment teams, mental health professionals, and prevention infrastructure. Every child -
regardless of school type — deserves a safe school.

Each of these measures is not simply a policy choice; it is a statement about who and what we value. The
decisions legislators make on gun violence prevention policy shape not only a child’s day, but a child’s life. It
shapes whether they walk into school with lightness or anxiety. Whether families feel trust or fear. Whether
childhood itself feels expansive or constrained. This is not about limiting rights. It is about expanding
childhoods. The time is now. In just a few short months, children across Minnesota will walk into a new school
year. Let's work together and ensure our children walk through those doors with a new sense of safety - one
created not by drills or fear, but by the choices the Minnesota Legislature makes over the next month.

CDF-MN urges you to pass Senate File 3655 as amended out of Finance Committee and to the Floor, so the
Senate can act decisively to: protect childhoods, restore a sense of safety in our schools and communities,
and ensure that every child in Minnesota has the freedom to grow, learn, and dream without fear. We are
grateful for your service and your continued commitment to the well-being of Minnesota children.

Together For Children,

/sl Alexandra Fitzsimmons, Esq.
Senior Policy Director



