April 26, 2026
Senate Finance Committee
Dear Chair Marty and members of the Senate Finance Committee:

I am the mother of two Annunciation Catholic School students, and on August 27 our
community was changed forever. In just two and a half minutes, preventable death and
devastation tore through a place where our children should have been safest. As a parent
and a nurse, | strongly support SF2655, a comprehensive effort to invest in gun violence
prevention and protect the health and safety of Minnesotans.

In my professional life, | serve as an advanced practice nurse caring for our nation’s military
Veterans. My work focuses on promoting health and preventing disease at the population
level. From that lens, | see clearly how Senator Zaynab Mohamed’s bill addresses a critical
gap. The legislation includes funding for a public awareness campaign about Minnesota’s
extreme risk protection order (ERPO) law — a tool that already exists but remains
unfamiliar to many. When people understand how ERPO works, they gain a concrete,
compassionate way of acting when someone they love is in crisis. Managing access to
lethal means, particularly firearms, is one of the most effective strategies for preventing
suicide. Increasing awareness of ERPO has the potential to save lives, including among
those at high risk for death by suicide.

Over the past eight months, my community has been grieving together. Our children are not
the same. Our adults are carrying a weight that is hard to describe. We are numb, angry,
hopeful, and determined — all at once. What we share most is a commitment to ensuring
that no other Minnesota families endure what ours are living through. SF2655 represents a
meaningful step toward that goal.

This funding would strengthen the health and safety of all Minnesotans by supporting
proven, common-sense measures to reduce gun violence. | urge you to support SF2655
and stand with families, educators, health professionals, and communities who want a
future filled with hope for all Minnesotans.

Sincerely,

Megan Daman



