
Dear Senate Finance Committee Members,  
 
My name is Rose DeBoer and I have three children at Annunciation. My husband Matt is also 
the principal of the school. I am writing in support of Senator Zaynab Mohamed's SF3655 bill. I 
am a teacher at Totino-Grace High School. August 27th was also my third day of school. I 
started the day like any other, helping my kids get ready for school. I remember having 
this distinct feeling of needing to go back inside and say goodbye and give everyone hugs and 
say I loved them again. I was supervising study hall first period and a few minutes in, two 
colleagues came to my classroom and asked me to step outside. One of my colleagues (a 
fellow Annunciation parent) said there was an active shooter at Annunciation. I was in total 
shock and disbelief. I remember saying no and falling to the ground against the lockers in the 
hallway. I remember going to my colleague and saying, “If there is a shooter, Matt is going to get 
between him and the kids. He will put himself in harm's way.” I was terrified. I learned later that it 
is exactly what Matt did. I called him repeatedly but couldn’t reach him. On the way to 
Annunciation, a 25 minute drive that felt like hours, I tried calling every parent I knew to ask if 
they had seen my children or Matt. At one point, the sheriff called and said Matt and two of my 
kids were safe. I asked about my third child and the sheriff said they had no idea. I couldn’t 
breathe. I called and called. At one point another parent called me to say they had my son and 
he was really scared because he couldn’t find his sister. I stayed on the phone with him trying to 
comfort him until I heard him call for his sister nearby. I heard them sob together. My family was 
physically safe. The relief I felt was short lived - immediately followed by a strong sense 
of guilt that other parents didn’t have that relief yet and may never experience it. This was 
heartbreaking. I was shocked by the immediacy of that feeling. When we got to Annunciation, I 
was physically unable to walk. My two colleagues on either side of me held me upright as we 
walked into the school. I couldn’t do it alone. The gift of hugging my children and Matt again was 
the most important moment of my life. I share my experience of that day because it’s important 
to viscerally feel what goes through a person in this situation. I also want to be clear - August 
27th wasn’t a one day event. We are still struggling and recovering months after the worst day 
of our lives. The pain is still visceral. When I think of that moment when I was told about the 
shooting, it makes me want to vomit. I returned to work and months after August 27th, I still 
struggle to be 25 minutes away from my family. Matt’s job is all-consuming. He is at 
Annunciation working 70+ hour weeks. Matt has always said it is his job to keep students safe. 
He feels that he failed at this on August 27th. The truth is: no human being can keep children 
safe from an AR-15 and the 116 bullets shot at our children that day. I struggle with the fact that 
as the wealthiest and most powerful country in the world, we have to worry about our children’s 
safety in school. August 27th was not inevitable - it was preventable. We can keep our children 
safer if we remove access to AR-15s. As we say to our children at Annunciation, be brave . We 
owe it to Harper, to Fletcher, and to all of our children. 
 
Rose DeBoer 
 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/94/2026/0/SF/3655/versions/latest/

