April 26, 2026

Senate Finance Committee
Support for S.F. 3655

Dear Chair Marty and members of the Senate Finance Committee,

| am the mother of two children who are students at Annunciation School. They are 8 and 10 years old. August 27th has
forever changed our family and our community. I'm writing to share my support of SF3655, a broad package that invests in
gun violence prevention, school safety, and responsible firearm ownership.

On the morning of August 27th | was out of town, traveling for work. My phone buzzed early—my husband calling just
after school drop-off. | remember smiling as | picked up, eager for the latest update on our kids.

And then, in the first of many horrifying and heartbreaking moments from that day, our entire world came undone. His
sobs echoed through the phone as he tried to explain what he knew—there was a shooter in the school—and what he did
not yet know—whether our children were safe.

| felt myself slip out of my body, suspended in that unbearable unknown. How was this possible?
Who would do this? Our school is safe. They have protocols, processes. I've seen them in action. How could this happen
in our community? How could this happen to us?

It is an unimaginable pain not knowing if your children are alive. If they are safe.

It would be an hour before | learned in a second frantic phone call from my husband that my children had survived the
shooting at Annunciation. Ninety minutes before | was on a plane, my body vibrating with shock and the grief of this
tragedy and all the remaining unknowns.

Hours later | was racing through my front door, desperate to hold my family.

| would learn—through pieces of stories from my children and from others—that the horror of that day came at the hands
of a person standing outside on the sidewalk, shooting through the stained-glass windows. My children hid under pews
with their classmates, praying that they might live, while more than 100 bullets were fired in less than two minutes.

Weeks later my daughter would find the words to tell me more of her own story from that day. She saw her friends get
shot. Two children died. Children she knew and cared for. She feels guilty that she could not do more - to help, to save
them.

She is 8 years old, and her grief is so heavy. She sleeps with the light on now every night and wakes from nightmares
regularly. She wishes she could feel fully safe again.

The adults of this world have a responsibility to every child in that church and to every child in every school to restore that
sense of safety. It is not the burden of an 8-year-old to learn how to survive the unimaginable. It is ours—as parents,
neighbors, voters, and leaders—to ensure that childhood is something to be cherished, not survived.

We owe it to our kids for this to never happen again. And without thoughtful, collective action it will.



They deserve to grow up believing the world is good, and that dangers like these should never reach their schools,
playgrounds, or classrooms. My children want to feel safe again. All children do. And, it should not be an impossible ask.

You have a chance this session to make sure no other children have to go through what mine have. | know you, like me,
care deeply about protecting Minnesota kids, and these bills are an opportunity for you to make Minnesota a safer place
for all of our children.

| hope you will join me and other Annunciation families by spreading light and voting yes on S.F. 3655.

Sincerely,

Hannah Dormanen

5621 Fremont Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55419
(315) 761-5483



