Testimony of Jamie Duhamel for SF 3655
Volunteer with Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense In America

Minnesota Senate Finance Committee

Chair Marty, and Committee Members,

My name is Jamie Duhamel and I am writing today to urge the committee to support SF 3655,
which proposes restricting or banning assault weapons and high-capacity magazines in order to
reduce the likelihood and severity of mass shootings and related casualties.

[ am a mom of 2 boys in Edina. My sons started school the day of the Annunciation shooting.
My youngest, in Kindergarten, is in a classroom facing a busy street with a wall of windows.

I am testifying today because:

I am a neuro physical therapist who has supported numerous gun violence survivors in their
rehabilitation journeys. I am grateful to be able to impact these lives, even as I hope for a world
with zero gun violence. Weapons of war (high capacity magazines, semi automatic weapons)
have no place in the hands of our everyday citizens. They cause more harm both in the number
of bullets and in the degree of damage each bullet inflicts. The physical harm and the ongoing
rehabilitation needs for the families impacted at Annunciation is massive. No family, no
community should have to bear that cost.

My experience leads me to emphasize that we should be working toward zero gun violence
today. What we can do today is ban assault weapons. Assault weapons bans are associated with
lower likelihood of active shooter events in the states they are enacted.

I implore members of the committee to vote YES on SF 3655.

Thank you for considering this testimony and this important legislation.



