
 

Tuesday, April 28th, 2026 

Minnesota State Senate Finance Committee 

Chair Marty and members of the Senate Finance Committee,  

I write today on behalf of GIFFORDS in strong support of SF3655, a comprehensive package of 
proposals and resources that will reduce gun violence and save lives. GIFFORDS is a leader in 
the movement to end gun violence in America. Led by former Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords, 
our team brings decades of political, legal, and policy expertise to the fight for gun safety.  

SF3655 represents the multi-faceted approach that is proven to combat gun violence. The 
legislation includes long-held priorities for GIFFORDS and other gun safety advocates here in 
Minnesota. Just some of the lifesaving proposals within the bill are: 
 

●​ Prohibiting the sale of assault weapons, helping to keep uniquely dangerous firearms 
favored by mass shooters out of our communities; 

●​ Closing the recently opened “ghost gun” loophole and ensuring that these untraceable 
firearms are once again prohibited in Minnesota; 

●​ Banning binary triggers, which allow shooters to fire semiautomatic weapons at rates 
comparable to that of a machine gun.  

●​ Providing resources for a public awareness campaign related to Minnesota’s new Extreme 
Risk Protection Order law, which has already been effectively used hundreds of times to 
protect people in crisis; and  

●​ Providing critical resources for school safety and mental health. 

Currently, over 500 Minnesotans lose their lives each year to gun violence; it is the leading cause 
of death for kids and teens. The commonsense policies in this package have been shown to be 
effective at addressing this public safety crisis. If enacted, these proposals would help to reduce 
the frequency and lethality of mass shootings, lower rates of teen suicide, make it more difficult 
for criminals to obtain firearms, and improve law enforcement’s ability to investigate gun crimes.  

While no single piece of legislation can prevent every instance of gun violence, this 
comprehensive proposal significantly enhances public safety in Minnesota and invests critical 
resources into safety and prevention efforts. We are confident that adopting SF3655 will make 
Minnesotans safer, and we urge this committee to support this critical piece of legislation.  

Sincerely, 
Spencer Myers, State and Local Policy Attorney, GIFFORDS Law Center 


