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In Re: SF 3655, SF 4067

Honorable Committee Chair John Marty (DFL),
Honorable Vice Chair Nick Frentz (DFL),

Honorable Bobby Joe Champion (DFL),

Honorable Zaynab Mohamed (DFL),

Honorable Erin Murphy (DFL),

Honorable Sandra Pappas (DFL),

Honorable Melissa Wickland (DFL),

Honorable Ranking Minority Member Eric Pratt (R)
Honorable Rich Draheim (R)

Honorable Jeff Howe (R)

Honorable John Jasinski (R)

Honorable Mark Johnson (R)

Dear Committee Members,

| urge you to vote against any motion to pass and bring SF 4067 to the Senate floor as a Gun
Violence Prevention package, or any other gun bills in part or parcel.

Using the same language from SF 3655 DE is simply an end-round amendment to SF 4067. Extensive
testimony was already given opposing SF3655 in March of this year.

The simple fact is that gun legislation does not work. Red flag laws already on the books, did not
stop the Asuncion shooting.

Washington D.C. has extremely burdensome gun laws and yet just this week, someone was able to
walk into the correspondent’s dinner and take shots at elected officials.

How did that happen? The laws did not stop the violence, they made it easier.
Criminals do not care about laws! Period, full stop.

South Dakota became a state in 1889. It has some of the most permissive gun laws in the land. Only
three mass shootings have taken place in the entire state’s existence. The first one was perpetrated
by the U.S. government. Some might recall the Dakota massacre. The second was domestic assault.



Finally, only the third was random. How can this be? Over one hundred years and so little gun
violence? Perhaps it is because criminals are afraid of hard targets. Who wants to commit a crime
when anyone nearby might be that “good guy with a gun” that puts a stop to it?

We allow our law enforcement to protect themselves with these same tools. Why the disparity? Why
cannot Minnesotans protect themselves using the state of the art?

All these burdensome bills really accomplish in the end is create a new excise tax on private
property, and violate the first, second and fourteenth amendments.

Remember the oath you all took when taking office, to defend the constitution from all enemies,
foreign and domestic.

Pass this bill, or anything like it, and you become the perpetrator of an attack on your own citizens’
rights.

That will be your legacy and the real crime, because then we will know finally that the rhetoric of
diversity, equity and inclusion is only one-way, and only for some people.

| urge you to vote no.

Tim Hierlmaier

St. Paul, MN



