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Dear Chair Marty and members of the Senate Finance Committee,

I am writing on behalf of the Joint Religious Legislative Coalition in support of SF3655 (Mohamed), as
amended, which would ban high-capacity firearm magazines and allocate additional resources to various
mental health services in Minnesota. The Joint Religious Legislative Coalition (JRLC) is a state-wide
coalition formed through the partnership of our three sponsoring faith organizations: the Minnesota
Catholic Conference, the Jewish Community Relations Council of Minnesota and the Dakotas, and the
Minnesota Council of Churches. As people of faith, we advocate alongside our neighbors of differing
religious backgrounds to address poverty, uphold the dignity of overlooked communities, and mitigate
societal harm.

In August, Minnesota was shocked by an act of gun violence perpetrated on the teachers and students of
Annunciation Catholic School. Unfortunately, many communities in Minnesota have endured gun
violence as a regular part of their lives for many years before this shooting. Gun deaths have been the
leading cause of death for children ages 1 to 17 since 2020, disproportionately impacting youth of color.
High-capacity magazines enable more damage to be inflicted in a short amount of time and contribute to
worrying trends in the lethality of mass gun violence. In a study published by the University of Alabama
in 2022, research indicated that from 1966 to 2009, the average number of deaths was 13.1 people per
mass shooting. From 2010 to 2019, those numbers rose to an average of 18 deaths per shooting. Current
data indicate this average will continue to increase. We believe this is a public health crisis, and it is a
moral imperative that we work to prevent the spread of gun violence in Minnesota.

Data indicates that the relationship between mental illness and mass shootings specifically remains
tenuous at best. A recent study by experts at Columbia University’s Dept. of Psychology indicated that
only about 5% of mass shootings were associated with severe mental illness (i.e., mental illness involving
psychosis). Indeed, statistically, people with severe mental illness are far more likely to be victims of gun
violence than perpetrators. While mental illness is not a good statistical predictor of someone committing
mass shootings or acts of violence fowards others, instances of suicide are commonly correlated with
other mental health struggles. CDC data shows that in 2022, of 48,204 gunshot deaths, 27,032 were the
result of suicide. For this reason, the JRLC believes improved mental health supports will decrease gun-
related deaths in Minnesota. We are grateful that additional funding, increased access to mental health
resources, and improved intervention services have been prioritized in this bill.

We urge you to support these provisions in SF3655 as this bill progresses. Thank you for your
consideration.

Sincerely,
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Leah Patton
Executive Director, Joint Religious Legislative Coalition



