April 26, 2026
Senate Judiciary Finance and Policy Committee Written Testimony in Support of SF 3655

Members of the Committee:
| am the father of a student that attends Annunciation Catholic School. August 27th has forever changed our family and our
community.

My son’s first question after being separated in the chaos, “Are my friends alive?”

Before August 27, 2025 | naively believed that wanton and senseless violence wouldn’t affect me or my loved ones. | thought we
were safe. It happened elsewhere. It happened in other neighborhoods. It happened in Connecticut and Texas and Nevada and
Virginia and Florida and Colorado. My children would ask about “Code Red” drills in the evenings after yet another drill and | would
quote talking points about schools and places of worship being statistically the safest places. | told my children that we live in a nice
neighborhood. | told them that we were safe. | told them that they were safe.

Most American adults have never had to practice a lock-down drill. Our children have, many times, and they live in a world where
this is routine. This is deeply unfair to our children and selfish on our part as adults. My son and his classmates had the courage to
return to school. Do we have the courage to do something?

Our children are on the defensive. It is something that I've known, but didn’t acknowledge in a meaningful way for nearly two
decades, and | am ashamed. Our current reality is that no community is safe from firearm violence.

When your child or grandchild asks you what you have done to make them safer at school how will you respond? When the
shooting begins in your community, it is all about seconds. The police and other first responders will arrive in less than five minutes.
What sort of firearm do you want the shooter to level at your loved one? What is the magazine capacity? How many times will they
need to reload? What is the design of the rounds they are firing? Which fire rate modification device are they using?

The cost of doing nothing is more of the same: the blood of America’s schoolchildren. There is a non-zero chance that your child or
grandchild or niece or nephew could be murdered in school while trying to memorize their multiplication tables.

It hasn’t always been this way. There are things that should never happen again. The current status quo around addressing gun
violence is unsystematic and grotesque. A modern solution is overdue.

You have a chance to make meaningful change to this session and make sure Minnesota’s children have safer schools and
communities. To make our police officers and other first responders safer. You have an opportunity to make your families and loved
ones safer. Vote “Yes” on SF 3655.

Thank you for your time,
John “Jake” Kelly
jakekellympls@gmail.com



