April 28, 2026

Senate Finance Committee
Dear Chair Marty and members of the Senate Finance Committee:

My name is Kristine Kelly, and | am the mother of a student at Annunciation Catholic School.
August 27th changed our family—and our community—forever. | am writing to express my
support for SF3655, a bill that takes practical steps to prevent violence, strengthen
accountability, and protect Minnesota families.

On the morning of August 27th, | was at home enjoying the quiet of a new school year when |
received word of an active shooter at my child’s school. | rushed there and was met by a parking
lot filled with emergency responders and terrified parents praying for their children.

What | witnessed that day will never leave me—parents collapsing after learning their child had
been shot, teachers covered in blood still working to protect students, and children trying to
process unimaginable fear.

When | found my son, we ran to each other and held on through tears. Even then, he was
desperate to find his friends, afraid they had been hurt. Thankfully, they were safe. Watching
those boys reunite was one of the most emotional moments of my life.

My son survived physically, but the effects remain. He now sleeps on our floor. He is afraid of
the dark and avoids places that once felt safe. He is 13 years old.

As parents, we teach responsibility and accountability. We expect systems that protect our
children to reflect those same values. SF3655 represents a measured approach that focuses on
prevention, responsibility, and informed decision-making.

This bill includes several practical provisions that | believe reflect those principles:

e |t limits access to assault-style weapons at the point of sale, focusing on prevention
where it matters most.

e |t restricts high-capacity magazines over 17 rounds, addressing the scale of harm
possible in a single incident.

e |t establishes a statewide anonymous reporting system so concerns can be raised
early—before situations escalate.

e ltinvests in research through the Violence Prevention Project at Hamline University to
better understand and prevent future incidents.

e It supports public awareness of Extreme Risk Protection Orders (ERPO), helping
families and law enforcement use tools already in place to intervene when someone is in
crisis.



These are not abstract policies—they are practical steps that prioritize early intervention,
informed ownership, and community responsibility while respecting lawful gun ownership.

This is about making sure that warning signs are not missed, that dangerous situations are
addressed before they escalate, and that families have tools to act when something feels
wrong.

Every parent—regardless of political beliefF—wants to know their child is safe at school and in
their community. This bill offers a balanced approach to help make that possible.

You have an opportunity to take thoughtful, preventative action that could spare other families
from experiencing what ours has endured. | urge you to support SF3655.

Thank you for your time and your commitment to Minnesota families.

Sincerely,
Kristine Kelly



