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Minnesota Senate Finance Committee

Chair Marty, and Committee Members,

My name is Barbara Landes and I am writing today to urge the committee to support SF 3655. This bill 
would put in place many life saving gun violence prevention measures, including the ban on future 
sales of assault weapons and a 17 round limit on magazines. The funding for increased education 
Extreme Risk Protection Orders could also save lives.

As a Minnesotan, I am still traumatized by the mass shooting which occurred at Annunciation school 
last August. While any incident of gun violence is wrong and horrific, this particular event has left an 
enduring mark which will not easily be erased. In addition to the two innocent lives lost in that 
shooting, too many other living victims have been left to deal with the effects of this horror. We owe it 
to these families, children, teachers and community members to pass this bill and prevent more 
tragedies like this from happening.

As a retired elementary school teacher, I know all too well the burden that teachers carry trying to be 
prepared for a possible active shooter in their school. Carrying the responsibility of protecting the lives 
of the students that you love and teach is a grave load that saps energy and resources that should be 
used for other aspects of teaching.

My experience leads me to urge you to enact this bill for the purpose of helping to reduce availability 
of assault weapons. We know from research that these weapons are designed to do massive damage. 
They are intended for lethality and destruction of the worst kind. And we know that a Justice 
Department study of the original assault weapons ban found that it was responsible for a 6.7% decease 
in total gun murders. Any decrease is welcome! And states with stricter gun laws see less mass gun 
violence than those who have repealed gun laws.

I encourage members of the committee to vote YES on S.F. 3655.

Thank you very much for considering this testimony and this vital legislation.

Respectfully,
Barbara Landes
Apple Valley


