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April 26, 2026  

  

Senator John Marty 

Chair  

Finance Committee   

Minnesota Senate  

  

RE: Support of Minnesota Ban on the Sale and Transfer of Automatic Weapons and High 
Capacity Magazines (SF 3655)  
  

I write as a Vietnam Veteran and member of Veterans for Peace Chapter 27.  I served as a medic 

in Vietnam.   I will not write about physical injuries from weapons of war but from my 

experience in the 935th Medical Detachment, a psychiatric unit that treated soldiers suffering 

from what we now call PTSD.    

  

At the 935th I learned from our brilliant commander, an exceptionally qualified (University of 

Pennsylvania) psychiatrist with a commitment to training staff in the differences in psychiatric 

needs during maturation.  He trained us in the aging research of Erik Ericson and what it 

clarified about the problems faced by most of our patients.  I learned by military standards, 

soldiers under 30 were young adults and that the youngest draftees were still pediatric patients.  

Most of our patients faced special challenges living with the violence of war and the expectation 

to handle responsibly weapons that tore apart human bodies.     

  

Tragically, so many of our domestic shooters, such as at Annunciation Church, fall into the young 

adult or pediatric classification.  In our country, with the ubiquitous presence of weapons of 

war, there is no wonder we have so many mass shootings.  Younger shooters lack the fully 

developed coping mechanisms that help older people from turning to weapons of war at times 

of psychic crisis.  

  

After Vietnam, as a student at the University of Chicago and then a professor, I regularly focused 

on what could lead to violence and especially how to achieve peace.  Then in 2012 one of my 

young cousins was a victim of the mass shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary in Connecticut.   

She, as several other of the 26 student victims, was a special needs kid.  My brother and I often 

talked of the unique horror that must have engulfed her and the other kids as they died of 

horrible wounds inflicted by murderers who were mere troubled adolescents.      



 

I understand law-abiding people who like collecting technically complex ‘things,’ including 

modern weapons.  I don’t oppose weapons for hunting.  But given the dangers of modern 

firearms, I cannot fathom why any sane person would oppose regulations to protect us from the 

weapons of war.   Hunters do not want weapons that tear apart their prey.   The blood and gore 

brought to our world by modern weapons of war, especially when widely available to troubled 

people because of our lax fire-arm regulations, plead for change.  Even a single young child 

dying because of easy access to these weapons, is one too many.  Legislators who support the 

ban on assault weapons and high-capacity magazines deserve great credit for the courage to 

support S.F. 3655.    

  

Sincerely,  

  

/s/  

  

Edward Lorenz, Ph.D.  

lorenz@alma.edu 


