MINNESOTA CHIEFS OF PoLICE ASSOCIATION

DEDICATED TO THE IDEALS OF PROFESSIONAL POLICING

803 Old Highway 8 NW * Suite | * New Brighton, MN 55112 * 651.457.0677 * 800.377.4058 * www.mnchiefs.org

April 28, 2026
Re: MCPA Position on S.F. 3655, DE Amendment (A19) — ERPO Provisions
Dear Senator Mohamed,

On behalf of the Minnesota Chiefs of Police Association (MCPA), representing over 300 police chiefs and
hundreds of command staff from agencies across Minnesota, we write to share both concerns and support
regarding the extreme risk protection order (ERPO) provisions in the DE Amendment (A19).

MCPA has significant concerns with the inclusion of a third-party transfer option when an ERPO is
issued, regardless of whether that third party resides with the respondent. Allowing firearms to be transferred to
individuals outside of law enforcement or federally licensed firearms dealers introduces unnecessary risk and
undermines the intent of the ERPO process, which is to immediately reduce access to firearms for individuals
deemed a danger to themselves or others. This creates an enforcement gap and increases the potential for harm
to household members, the public, and responding officers. We strongly urge that firearm transfers following
issuance of an ERPO be limited exclusively to law enforcement agencies or federally licensed firearms dealers.

MCPA supports the inclusion of several provisions in the amendment that will enhance community and
officer safety:
1. Article 3, Lines 29.19-29.20: Allows orders issued after a hearing to be served electronically or by first-
class mail, improving efficiency and reducing burdens on law enforcement.
2. Article 3, Lines 33.31-33.34: Relieves law enforcement agencies of the obligation to compensate
respondents at fair market value for firearms permanently transferred to an agency.

MCPA respectfully requests the Legislature address Article 3, Lines 33.15-33.21. Under current language, a
respondent has up to 24 hours after issuance of an ERPO to transfer firearms to law enforcement or a federally
licensed dealer. This delay creates a serious safety risk by leaving firearms with an individual already deemed
dangerous and requiring law enforcement to return later to ensure compliance. During this window, a
respondent in crisis may still access firearms, and a second contact increases the potential for volatile
encounters. To better protect household members, respondents, and officers, we urge that firearms be
transferred immediately upon issuance of the ERPO, eliminating the 24-hour delay.

Thank you for your attention to these concerns and for the thoughtful changes already included in the
amendment. We look forward to continued collaboration to strengthen this law and promote public safety in all
Minnesota communities.

Respectfully,
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Chief Jeff Potts (ret.)
Executive Director
Minnesota Chiefs of Police Association



