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Senate Finance Committee 

 

Support for SF3655 

 

Dear Chair Marty and members of the Senate Finance Committee: 

 

My wife, Meghan, and I have three children who have attended Annunciation since pre-K. Our 

son graduated last year, and our two daughters are currently in fifth and third grade. On August 

27th, they were in the church, hiding under pews as 116 bullets flew overhead—killing two 

beloved classmates, injuring dozens of friends, and forever altering their sense of safety. 

 

I will never fully understand the terror they experienced, but I see its impact every day. They 

attend therapy weekly. Nightmares are common. They duck below windows. They are wary of 

strangers. They think about death in ways children never should. 

 

Families like mine live with the reality of gun violence long after the headlines fade. What stays 

with me is this: too often, there are warning signs—and too often, we miss opportunities to act. 

 

That is why I support this comprehensive gun safety package. 

 

This proposal takes a balanced, prevention-focused approach. It limits access to assault-style 

firearms and high-capacity magazines, helping reduce the potential scale of harm. It establishes 

a statewide anonymous reporting system so students and community members can safely 

speak up about concerning behavior. It invests in research through the Violence Prevention 

Project at Hamline University, so we can better understand what works to prevent violence. And 

it strengthens awareness of extreme risk protection orders, giving families and law enforcement 

tools to intervene before a crisis turns deadly. 

 

No single policy will prevent every tragedy. But together, these measures create multiple 

opportunities to stop violence before it happens—through awareness, reporting, intervention, 

and responsible limits. 

 

If even one life can be saved; if even one family can be spared what mine has endured, this 

effort matters. 

 

I urge you to act. Please support this comprehensive gun safety legislation. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dan Manchon 


