
April 26th, 2026 

Senate Finance Committee Members 
 
Support for SF 3655 
 
Dear Chairs Marty, Frentz and Committee Members, 
 
My name is Katie Najjar, I am the mother of 3 children, 2 of which attend Annunciation Catholic School. The 
mass shooting event of August 27th has forever changed our family and our community. 
 
On the morning of August 27th, I had just dropped my youngest child off at his first day of school.  My other 
children were already on campus at Annunciation, and I planned to go about my normal day until I was due to 
pick them up later in the afternoon. Less than an hour later, I received the worst phone call of my entire life.  It 
was my 10 year old daughter screaming “Mom, you have to come pick us up NOW!”  I raced to school where I 
was hit with the news: while my children, their classmates, teachers, other parents and neighbors were in 
mass, 116 bullets shattered glass and pews in less than 2 minutes, killing 2 children and devastating 
hundreds of lives forever. Now, my family lives every day with the grief and trauma of surviving a mass murder. 

My children were somehow physically unharmed during the assault at their school. They came home that day 
in uniforms torn from shrapnel and emotional scars that are unseen but will never fade. They witnessed 
people being shot in front of them. They helped their classmates to safety, carrying the wounded to first 
responders. They anxiously tried to reunite with each other, because being separated inside the church that 
day, they couldn’t be sure that the other one made it out alive.  

The safe space where they celebrated school mass, First Holy Communions and saw their cousin graduate 
was turned into a war zone and a place where they will never, ever feel safe to enter again. They suƯer from 
physical trauma symptoms like stomach aches, fainting, and shortness of breath.  And emotional trauma 
responses like anxiety, trouble coping in busy environments, and fear from loud noises. We have, and will 
continue to spend, hours in therapy, counseling, and interruptions in our everyday lives.  

We didn’t choose to become victims of gun violence on August 27th, 2025.  It doesn’t matter how old you are, 
where you live, how you worship, the color of your skin, your economic background or social status. The 
common thread in Columbine, Parkland, Sandy Hook, Uvalde and Annunciation was assault style weapons 
with high-capacity magazines in the hands of individuals who wanted to inflict the fastest, most brutal 
assassination of children and adults possible. You have a duty to Harper, Fletcher, every student at 
Annunciation and every student who enters a school building in Minnesota to ensure that we prevent this 
from happening again.   
 
You have the power to make lasting and meaningful change. You have the ability to say to our children their 
lives matter. If they can be brave enough to literally lay their bodies over one another in protection, please 
have the courage to enact this important legislation on their behalf. I hope you will join me and other 
Annunciation families by spreading light. Please vote yes on SF 3655.  
 
 
With hope and gratitude, 
 
Katie Najjar 
 
 


