Testimony of Linda Orsted for S.F. 3655

Volunteer with Students Demand Action for Gun Sense in America/Moms Demand Action
for Gun Sense In America

Minnesota Senate Finance Committee

Chair Marty, and Committee Members,

My name is Linda Orsted and | am writing today to urge the committee to support SF 3655.
This bill would put in place many lifesaving gun violence prevention measures, including a
ban on the future sale of assault weapons, a ban on high-capacity magazines (17 round
limit) in Minnesota, and a ban on binary triggers in Minnesota.

I am a retired librarian living in Stillwater. | am active in my church’s gun-violence
prevention program. Last year we held a Guns to Gardens safe firearms recycling event for
people wanting to get rid of guns in their homes. It was a well-received service to the
community.

| am testifying today because:

e Our Gunsto Gardens volunteers heard heartfelt stories from gun owners about the
impact guns have had in their lives, including traumatic stories of self-harm.

e lam appalled by violence and death caused by persons using assault weapons,
such as in the Annunciation Catholic Church shooting in August 2025.

e The presence of untraceable ghost guns in our communities increases the risk to
community members and makes the work of law enforcement more difficultin
tracing the guns and gun owners responsible for illegal acts.

My experience leads me to emphasize these facts today.

e Guns are the second leading cause of death for children and teens in Minnesota.
e Since 2015, each of the highest-casualty mass shootings has involved an assault
weapon and a high-capacity magazine.

| encourage members of the committee to vote YES on S.F. 3655.

Thank you for considering this testimony and this important legislation.



