Chair Marty, and Committee Members,

My name is Tim Palmer and | am writing today to urge the committee to support SF
3655. This bill would put in place many life saving gun violence prevention measures,
including a ban on assault weapons sales.

| am a long time resident of South Minneapolis and am connected to the Annunciation School
community — both of my children went there for grade school and | have many friends there. A
very close friend of mine was there in the church when the shooting happened.

| am testifying today because:

e This has brought the loss, pain, and needless waste of gun violence even closer to me on
a one-to-one level. | recall hearing the gunshots in my house four blocks away. Seeing
directly the widespread and lasting effects of this violence in my own community and
personal relationships demands that | testify today.

My experience leads me to emphasize today that we all have a responsibility to stop
talking and take actions to try to limit this self-inflicted damage on our communities.

e These school children across the state and country are all someone’s children, really ALL
OUR CHILDREN. We have a moral and civic duty to pass the gun violence prevention.

e “Life” is the first right listed in the Declaration of Independence. We can’t let a 2"
amendment right obliterate the very first right for people just because we refuse to
make even small regulations for weapons.

¢ | have seen how broad the support for violence prevention measures is in my
community and how events at Annunciation have changed many minds. It is clear that a
broad majority of Minnesotans favor these violence prevention measures. It is only close
in the legislature because of the undue, undemocratic influence of powerful, narrow
special interest groups. Please don’t give in.

| encourage members of the committee to vote YES on S.F. 3655.

Thank you for considering this testimony and this important legislation.



