
To the Senate Finance Committee 

I’m writing in support of SF3655. 

This bill will, I believe have a positive impact on gun violence reduction. 

1.  The carnage and trauma caused by the use of AR-style guns and large-capacity magazines in 

mass shootings is long-lasting, and affect not only the victims and their families but entire 

communities.   Medical teams have described the hospital scenes as a “nightmare” exacerbated 

by this type of gun with a large number of rounds. 

2. Opponents of this bill and other gun violence legislation will claim that bills are ineffective and 

don’t help.  This opposition fails to acknowledge the data and analysis that shows positive 

impact.  For example, the Violence Project (Peterson/Densley) showed in a 2021 book that the 

Federal AR-style ban prevented eleven mass shootings in ten years, and a continuation would 

have prevented thirty more mass shootings that killed over three hundred people.  And, their 

study estimated that restrictions on large-capacity magazines could potentially reduce mass 

shooting deaths by up to 15 percent and total victims shot in these incidents by one quarter. 

• Polling in late 2025 showed that a majority of Minnesotans support a ban on AR-style weapons, 

with one poll indicating 69% support. This support extends across various demographics, 

including suburban areas (79% support) and even in greater Minnesota (62% support).  A 2025 

Minnesota Community Survey noted that over 60% of adults "strongly support" such a ban, with 

only 18% "strongly opposing" it.  Data indicates a rise in support from earlier years, with a 2022 

poll finding 54% in favor, rising to 69% in 2025.   Support is strong and the trend increasing. 

We are at a critical juncture  -- the demand for action is now and this legislation would support a legacy 

of gun violence reduction leadership.  

Thank you for your consideration and support. 

Regards, 

Pete Steinhagen 

St. Paul 

 

 


