
April 27, 2026 

Senate Finance Committee  

Dear Chair Marty and members of the Senate Finance Committee: 

I’m a mother of two students who attend Annunciation Catholic School. August 27th has 
forever changed us. I’m writing to share my support of SF3655, a broad package that 
invests in gun violence prevention, school safety, and responsible firearm ownership. 

On that day, less than an hour after I hugged my kids goodbye and sent up my daily prayer 
to keep them safe, I received a panicked phone call from husband with the words I will 
never forget: “There is an active shooter at Annunciation”. 

Today marks eight months since the Annunciation shooting. Much of the world has moved 
on. It is no longer a headline, but a distant memory for most. What a luxury that must be. 

I can mark these eight months in phases. The immediate panic phase following that phone 
call, during which I sped down the highway running through worst case scenarios and 
pleading with God. Then the immediate relief phase, where I found my 9-year-old son and 
6-year-old daughter in the school gym, looking lost and confused, but so beautifully whole. 
My son’s first words to me were, “That was so scary. I never want to talk about it.”  

The next few months were the acute post-traumatic phase, where the shooting made its 
mark on our daily lives. My children could not sleep alone. There were frequent nightmares. 
My son developed an obsession with our home security system. My daughter’s separation 
anxiety became so severe she refused to be alone in any room of our house. I know they 
saw horrific things as they hid under those church pews. They did not talk about it.   

And now, we’ve entered a new phase. My kids have been working hard in their weekly 
therapy sessions, and they have made progress in addressing their anxieties. They are 
putting one foot in front of the other and moving bravely through this world. But August 27th 
will never be a distant memory for us. We will forever live with the visceral knowledge of 
how violence can happen, turning an ordinary moment into a life-altering nightmare.  

You have a chance this session to make sure no other children go through what mine have 
been through. I know you, like me, care deeply about protecting Minnesota kids, and these 
bills are an opportunity for you to make Minnesota a safer place for all our children. 

I hope you will join me and other Annunciation families by spreading light and voting yes on 
SF3655. 

Sincerely, 

Melissa Tews 


