Testimony of Diana Yefanova for S.F. 3655

Volunteer with Students Demand Action for Gun Sense in America/Moms Demand
Action for Gun Sense In America

Minnesota Senate Finance Committee

Chair Marty, and Committee Members,

My name is Diana Yefanova and | am writing today to urge the committee to support SF
3655. This bill would put in place many lifesaving gun violence prevention measures,
including the ban on assault weapons and high-capacity magazines, ghost guns, and
funding for increased education on Extreme Risk Protection Orders

| am a resident of Maplewood, Mn, a Mom of a child in elementary school who has to do
drills in school in case of an attack. | find it unacceptable for the mental well-being of my
child and others. | am also a resident of Maplewood, MN, where real threat of gun violence
has been affecting communities in terms of armed assault and crime rates involving guns. .
It’s a matter of when, not if — if something is not done about it.

| am testifying today because | am extremely concerned. As an immigrant, | came to
Minnesota 20 years ago for a better life in a democracy, gained education, and have been
working and paying taxes. However, the lack of sufficient safeguards for firearm use, i.e.,
lack of bans on assault weapons and high-capacity magazines have been increasingly
endangering our communities. The tragedy at the Annunciation school in Minneapolis has
me worried that our local schools can be impacted by gun violence. | had friends’ families
affected by gun violence in terms of mental health and safety. | am considering moving
away from the United States.

My experience leads me to emphasize the need for comprehensive solutions. Step by step
we can reach out goals, we need to start somewhere.

| encourage members of the committee to vote YES on S.F. 3655.
Thank you for considering this testimony and this important legislation.
Sincerely,

Diana Yefanova
Maplewood, MN



