
 
Consolidated Fiscal Note 2025-2026 Legislative Session

SF3983 - 1E - Anonymous Threat Reporting System Established

Chief Author: Liz Boldon
Commitee: Education Finance
Date Completed: 4/1/2026 4:16:55 PM
Lead Agency: Education Department
Other Agencies: SPACE

Public Safety Dept

State Fiscal Impact Yes No

Expenditures YES
X

Fee/Departmental
Earnings

NO
X

Tax Revenue NO
X

Information Technology NO
X

-

Local Fiscal Impact YES
X

This table shows direct impact to state government only. Local government impact, if any, is discussed in the narrative.
Reductions shown in the parentheses.

State Cost (Savings) Biennium Biennium
Dollars in Thousands FY2025 FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029
Education Department - - - - -
SpaceGeneral Fund - - 37 37 37

State Total Space Space Space Space Space
SpaceGeneral Fund - - 37 37 37

Total - - 37 37 37
Biennial Total 37 74

-

Full Time Equivalent Positions (FTE) Biennium Biennium
- FY2025 FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029
Education Department - - - - -
SpaceGeneral Fund - - .45 .45 .45

Total - - .45 .45 .45

Lead LBO Analyst's Comment
I have reviewed this fiscal note for reasonableness of content and consistency with the LBO's Uniform Standards and
Procedures.
LBO Signature: Alyssa Holterman Rosas----Date: 4/1/2026 4:16:55 PM
Phone: 651-284-6439 ----Email: alyssa.holterman.rosas@lbo.mn.gov



State Cost (Savings) Calculation Details
This table shows direct impact to state government only. Local government impact, if any, is discussed in the narrative.
Reductions are shown in parentheses.
*Transfers In/Out and Absorbed Costs are only displayed when reported.

State Cost (Savings) = 1-2 Biennium Biennium
Dollars in Thousands FY2025 FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029
Education Department - - - - -
SpaceGeneral Fund - - 37 37 37

Total - - 37 37 37
Biennial Total 37 74

1 - Expenditures, Absorbed Costs*, Transfers Out*
Education Department Space Space Space Space Space
SpaceGeneral Fund - - - - -
SpaceSpaceExpenditures - - 83 83 83
SpaceSpaceAbsorbed Costs - - (46) (46) (46)

Total - - 37 37 37
Biennial Total 37 74

2 - Revenues, Transfers In* Space Space Space Space Space
Education Department - - - - -
SpaceGeneral Fund - - - - -

Total - - - - -
Biennial Total - -
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Agency: Education Department
SPACE SPACE

State Fiscal Impact Yes No

Expenditures YES
X

Fee/Departmental
Earnings

NO
X

Tax Revenue NO
X

Information Technology NO
X

-

Local Fiscal Impact YES
X

This table shows direct impact to state government only. Local government impact, if any, is discussed in the narrative.
Reductions shown in the parentheses.

State Cost (Savings) Biennium Biennium
Dollars in Thousands FY2025 FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029
SpaceGeneral Fund - - 37 37 37

Total - - 37 37 37
Biennial Total 37 74

-

Full Time Equivalent Positions (FTE) Biennium Biennium
Space FY2025 FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029
SpaceGeneral Fund - - .45 .45 .45

Total - - .45 .45 .45

LBO Analyst's Comment
I have reviewed this fiscal note for reasonableness of content and consistency with the LBO's Uniform Standards and
Procedures.
LBO Signature: Alyssa Holterman Rosas----Date: 4/1/2026 4:16:50 PM
Phone: 651-284-6439 ----Email: alyssa.holterman.rosas@lbo.mn.gov



State Cost (Savings) Calculation Details
This table shows direct impact to state government only. Local government impact, if any, is discussed in the narrative.
Reductions are shown in parentheses.
*Transfers In/Out and Absorbed Costs are only displayed when reported.

State Cost (Savings) = 1-2 Biennium Biennium
Dollars in Thousands FY2025 FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029
SpaceGeneral Fund - - 37 37 37

Total - - 37 37 37
Biennial Total 37 74

1 - Expenditures, Absorbed Costs*, Transfers Out*
SpaceGeneral Fund - - - - -
SpaceSpaceExpenditures - - 83 83 83
SpaceSpaceAbsorbed Costs - - (46) (46) (46)

Total - - 37 37 37
Biennial Total 37 74

2 - Revenues, Transfers In* Space Space Space Space Space
SpaceGeneral Fund - - - - -

Total - - - - -
Biennial Total - -

Bill Description

Subdivision 1 defines “evidence-based” programs or practices.

Subdivision 2:

·        Paragraph (a) encourages school districts and charter schools to implement a local anonymous reporting
system.

·        Paragraph (b) allows a school to enter into a contract to develop and implement an anonymous reporting
system.

·        Paragraph (c) requires a provider of a local anonymous reporting system to establish a website that informs
students about the system’s availability and provides guidance on how and when to use it, as well as a toll-free
hotline for submitting anonymous tips.

·        Paragraph (d) requires a district or charter school that establishes a local anonymous reporting system to
form a school-based team at each site.

·        Paragraph (e) allows nonpublic schools to implement a local anonymous reporting system without being
subject to the requirements of subdivision 2.

·        Paragraph (f) requires districts and charter schools to report specified information to MDE.

Subdivision 3 encourages districts and charter schools that do not implement a local anonymous reporting system to
provide information to students, families, employees, and community members about the Department of Public Safety’s
statewide anonymous threat reporting system and how to use it.

Subdivision 4:

·        Paragraph (a) requires MDE, in collaboration with the Department of Public Safety, to make available by
September 1, 2027, a list of third-party providers that offer anonymous reporting systems meeting the
requirements of this section.

·        Paragraph (b) requires the commissioner of education to submit a report to the legislature by January 15,



2029.

Subdivision 5:

·        Paragraph (a) allows districts and charter schools to accept funds to support an anonymous reporting
system.

·        Paragraph (b) requires MDE to use existing resources to meet the requirements of this section.

Makes this section effective July 1, 2026.

Assumptions

Technical note: The bill language requires MDE to report to the legislature a level of data that it would not have because
LEAs are not required to submit this level of detail under subdivision 2, para (f). Therefore, it is assumed that the reporting
system would require local education agencies (LEAs) to submit summary-level information rather than disaggregated
data, and no fiscal impact to MDE is anticipated.
 

It is assumed that there will be staff time and system support costs for MDE associated with data collection, coordination,
and compilation. Under a conservative estimate, for the first 3 years of implementation MDE would utilize existing IT
infrastructure, develop a basic data collection tool (e.g., Microsoft Forms), and assign partial time from existing staff. This
estimate assumes low participation by school districts, manageable data volume, no significant vendor integration issues,
and the availability of staff capacity. This method would require manual and siloed data collection from schools until
modernized and low/no cost solutions are evaluated.

After initial data collection and processes through current technology is functional, the MDE data practice and analytics
team will explore the possibility of a more automated data collection method through the Ed-Fi data system.

Costs are estimated as follows:

·        0.25 FTE Education Consultant 3 in Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Center beginning in FY 2027 and
ongoing to coordinate and oversee the vendor eligibility criteria, establish annual review process for vendor list,
develop and update district guidance, issue public solicitation for vendors, review vendor applications for statutory
compliance, verify free/low-cost vendor availability, publish and republish approved vendor list, maintain team
safety contact registry, host informational webinars and provide technical assistance, coordinate with DPS. It is
assumed that current staff can absorb this work.

·        0.20 FTE Education Consultant 3 in the Data Practices and Analytics Division beginning in FY 2027 and
ongoing to provide define data elements, design and annually update data collection instrument, configure
submission portal/collection system, build data storage and aggregate backend, develop report template and
methodology, clean, aggregate and analyze annual submission data, write and review report, provide technical
assistance to districts, conduct a data fit assessment and map data elements for future modernization, assess the
source systems, develop requirements for contractor, pilot new data collections via vendor.

These estimates assume the use of existing agency infrastructure and a basic data collection approach, with limited
participation and manageable data volume.

Expenditure and/or Revenue Formula

SF3983 1E  FY 2027  FY 2028  FY 2029

0.25 Education Consultant 3 (absorbed)        46,281        46,336        46,393

0.20 Education Consultant 3        37,024        37,068        37,114

Total Costs        83,305        83,404        83,507



Long-Term Fiscal Considerations

The 0.20 Data Analyst FTE is ongoing. 

Local Fiscal Impact

LEAs that choose to implement a local anonymous threat reporting system may incur costs associated with developing or
contracting for the system, as well as staff time needed to establish and support a school-based team of at least three
employees at each site.

References/Sources

Agency Contact: Lana Peterson (651) 582-8344, Kortney Hill

Agency Fiscal Note Coordinator Signature: Bettsy Hjelseth Date: 4/1/2026 4:15:12 PM

Phone: 651-582-8242 Email: bettsy.hjelseth@state.mn.us



Fiscal Note 2025-2026 Legislative Session

SF3983 - 1E - Anonymous Threat Reporting System Established

Chief Author: Liz Boldon
Commitee: Education Finance
Date Completed: 4/1/2026 4:16:55 PM
Agency: Public Safety Dept
SPACE SPACE

State Fiscal Impact Yes No

Expenditures NO
X

Fee/Departmental
Earnings

NO
X

Tax Revenue NO
X

Information Technology NO
X

-

Local Fiscal Impact NO
X

This table shows direct impact to state government only. Local government impact, if any, is discussed in the narrative.
Reductions shown in the parentheses.

State Cost (Savings) Biennium Biennium
Dollars in Thousands FY2025 FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029

Total - - - - -
Biennial Total - -

-

Full Time Equivalent Positions (FTE) Biennium Biennium
Space FY2025 FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029

Total - - - - -

LBO Analyst's Comment
I have reviewed this fiscal note for reasonableness of content and consistency with the LBO's Uniform Standards and
Procedures.
LBO Signature: Laura Cecko ----Date: 4/1/2026 8:22:28 AM
Phone: 651-284-6543----Email: laura.cecko@lbo.mn.gov



State Cost (Savings) Calculation Details
This table shows direct impact to state government only. Local government impact, if any, is discussed in the narrative.
Reductions are shown in parentheses.
*Transfers In/Out and Absorbed Costs are only displayed when reported.

State Cost (Savings) = 1-2 Biennium Biennium
Dollars in Thousands FY2025 FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029

Total - - - - -
Biennial Total - -

1 - Expenditures, Absorbed Costs*, Transfers Out*
Total - - - - -

Biennial Total - -
2 - Revenues, Transfers In* Space Space Space Space Space

Total - - - - -
Biennial Total - -

Bill Description

The bill creates a new statutory section [Minn. Stat. 121A.036 Anonymous Reporting System] that encourages school
districts and charter schools to implement a local anonymous threat reporting system.  If the district or charter school
adopts such a system, it must meet a series of requirements and have certain outlined capabilities such as 24-hour,
anonymous reporting via a mobile app with a multi-lingual crisis center available, and an established, school-based team
to follow-up or otherwise respond to the report or threat.  A district or charter school may accept public or private funds
to establish an anonymous reporting system, including state or federal funding that is available to increase school safety. 

A district or charter school that chooses not to implement an anonymous threat reporting system is encouraged to provide
students, families, employees, and community members information about the Department of Public Safety’s
(DPS) statewide anonymous threat reporting system and how to use the system.  Districts and charter schools are
to disseminate information about DPS’s reporting system in the following ways: 

• Posting of information on the district’s or school’s website
• Including of information in the district’s or school’s student handbook
• Notifying parents annually of the availability of the DPS system

By September 1, 2027. the Department of Education must, in collaboration with the Department of Public Safety, make
available to all schools a list of third parties that provide anonymous reporting systems meeting the statutory
requirements.  The list must include third parties that offer free or low-cost reporting systems. 

By January 15, 2029, and each year thereafter, the Commissioner of Education must submit a report to the Legislature
giving various, specified information on the usage of local anonymous threat reporting systems. 

Assumptions

There is no cost to the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA).  

DPS will assist districts and schools that do not implement an anonymous reporting system in publicizing the statewide
anonymous threat reporting system operated by DPS.   

As directed in the legislation, by September 1, 2027, DPS will assist the Department of Education in compiling a list of third
parties that provide anonymous reporting systems that meet the statutory requirements, including third parties that provide
free or low-cost systems.   



Expenditure and/or Revenue Formula

Long-Term Fiscal Considerations

Local Fiscal Impact

References/Sources

Agency Contact: Andrew Evans

Agency Fiscal Note Coordinator Signature: Nicole Mickelson Date: 4/1/2026 8:14:37 AM

Phone: 651-201-7045 Email: nicole.mickelson@state.mn.us


