Dear Senate Human Services committee,

My name is Andrea Adair, and I’m a Family Residential Service provider in Ramsey County. |
have been licensed since 2009 and in 2014 me my husband decided to become a 245A
provider. Which is now is a 245D provider. The reason we became FRS providers is because
of my father-in-law, Steven Adair. Since in 2008 the housing market threw us for a curve.
Steven Adair helped us build our business. He was one of the first licensed social workers
in the State of Minnesota. He helped write the laws that adult foster care goes by today. So,
I’m writing here today to fight for a living wage for FRS providers. These rule changes don’t
just hurt our most vulnerable but the families of our consumers and providers. Cost for
everything have gone up. This job is becoming unsustainable. Clients will not have options
on where to live since you want to open back up the institutions that are not cheaper either.
Staff and providers are the hart of our programs. Stability and routine will not be met if we
go by one side fits all approach. FRS providers are not a charity but we do invest in our
clients’ lives. We take clients to doctor appointments, deal with their family problems and
don’t blink an eye. We don’t get benefits like vacation, 401K, paid sick leave or respite care.
Since respite care cost more then we make in a day. We’ve taken our clients on family
vacations. They become our family. Which is very person centered. You want us to do more
and get paid pennies. Now that difficulty of care was removed, they want us just get a base
rate of $194.83. This is a full-time job with wages that don’t reflect it. Who wants to be paid
less then minimum wage. A living wage estimate for A single adult in Minnesota typically
requires an estimated $23.31 per hour to meet basic needs. Now in June FRS has to pay a
fee for our license of $2,100. Which is more then the fee for our 245D license. Thisis an
expense that doesn’t make sense. So, please do a full repeal of WAIVER REIMAGINE
SF4476.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Andrea Adair DC/DM FRS/245D Provider and Owner
373 Sandhurst Dr W
Roseville, MN 55113



