
Subject: URGENT: SF4476 – Repeal Waiver Reimagine 

Dear Chair Hoffman and Members of the Senate Human Services Committee, 

My name is Dawn D. Bly, and I am the parent and advocate of my adult son, David, who relies on 
Home and Community-Based Waiver Services to live safely and with dignity in Minnesota. I am 
writing with urgency to express my grave concern about Waiver Reimagine and to strongly urge 
that SF4476 include a full repeal of Waiver Reimagine in its current form. 

For families like mine, this issue is not theoretical or administrative—it is about whether our loved 
ones can remain safely in the community or are forced into more restrictive settings. David has 
complex and intensive support needs. He is non-verbal, has a seizure disorder, mobility challenges, 
and sensory sensitivities, and requires consistent supervision for personal care, medical monitoring, 
behavioral support, and safety throughout the day and night. His stability depends on trained staff 
who know his communication style, understand his medical protocols, and provide the preventative 
supports that keep him safe. 

Waiver Reimagine threatens that stability. 

My understanding is that Waiver Reimagine shifts budget determinations away from individual, 
assessed need and instead ties funding to where a person lives. This fundamentally flawed 
approach ignores the reality of people like David. His needs do not change based on housing type. 
They do not pause. They do not become less complex because of a funding category. They exist 
every hour of every day, and failure to fund them appropriately puts him at serious risk. 

David’s ability to remain in the community depends on: 

• Consistent, skilled staff who understand his needs 
• Support with personal care, hygiene, toileting, and mobility 
• Seizure monitoring and emergency response protocols 
• Behavioral supports and preventative interventions 
• Meaningful daily activities and community inclusion 
• Ongoing oversight to protect his health, safety, and dignity 

Any cap, reduction, or mismatch in funding will have immediate and real consequences. It will not 
create efficiency—it will destabilize his supports and place him at risk of institutionalization or 
congregate care solely because community-based services become financially unviable. That 
outcome directly contradicts the intent of Home and Community-Based Services and decades of 
disability rights progress. 

Families are raising the alarm because we see what is coming. Waiver Reimagine, as currently 
designed, introduces unacceptable risk, uncertainty, and potential harm to people who are currently 



living successfully in their communities. Once these supports are disrupted, they cannot simply be 
rebuilt. 

That is why partial fixes or delays are not enough. Waiver Reimagine must be fully repealed. 

I respectfully but urgently ask that SF4476 include a full repeal of Waiver Reimagine in its 
current form. Any future reform must be built from the ground up with: 

• Funding based solely on individual assessed need 
• Protection for community-based living options 
• Assurance that no one loses essential supports 
• Meaningful leadership from waiver participants and families 

The decisions you make now will have lifelong consequences for people like my son. I urge you to 
act decisively to prevent harm and to protect Minnesotans with disabilities who rely on these services 
to survive and to belong in their communities. 

Thank you for your time and for considering the real and immediate impact of Waiver Reimagine on 
families across Minnesota. 

Respectfully, 

 

Dawn D. Bly 
Parent and Advocate 
Fosston, Minnesota 

 


