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April 28, 2026

Chair John Marty, and
Members of the Finance Committee, Minnesota Legislature

Re: Support for SF 4476 — Omnibus Human Services Supplemental Appropriations
Chair and Members of the Finance Committee:

The Council for Minnesotans of African Heritage expresses support for SF 4476, recognizing its significance in
strengthening Minnesota’s human services systems and advancing equitable outcomes for African Heritage
communities statewide.

Minnesotans of African Heritage continue to experience disproportionate barriers in health, housing stability,
disability services, behavioral health access, and long-term care. SF 4476 includes provisions that meaningfully
address these disparities. The bill’s Continuity of Care Team, improvements to disability waiver and MN
CHOICES processes, and investments in family and community-based services enhance stability and access for
elders, people with disabilities, and multigenerational households.

The bill’s behavioral health provisions, including carceral targeted case management, expanded Medicaid
coverage for detained individuals, and strengthened withdrawal management and recovery supports, provide
critical continuity of care for populations disproportionately impacted by incarceration and substance use
challenges.

Enhanced staffing standards, consumer protections, and oversight of facility ownership changes improve safety
and quality for residents in long-term care settings, including African Heritage elders who are more likely to
reside in under-resourced facilities. Investments in small, assisted living licensure development, home care
provider grants, and supported decision-making initiatives further expand opportunities for culturally
responsive, community-based care.

SF 4476 represents a meaningful step toward a more equitable and accountable human services system. The
Council for Minnesotans of African Heritage supports the passage of this legislation and encourages continued
collaboration to ensure that implementation reflects the lived experiences and priorities of African Heritage
communities throughout Minnesota.

Sincerely,
Linda Sloan | Executive Director

Lolita Davis Carter | Legislative & Policy Director
Council for Minnesotans of African Heritage
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The Minnesota Legislature empowered the Council for Minnesotans of African Heritage to ensure that people
of African heritage fully and effectively participate in and equitably benefit from the State of Minnesota's
political, social, and economic resources, policies, and procedures. Generally, the Council is charged with the
responsibility of:

Advising the Governor and the Legislature on issues confronting People of African Heritage;
Advising the Governor and the Legislature on statutes, rules, and revisions to programs to ensure that
Black

people have access to benefits and services provided to people in Minnesota;

Serving as a liaison to the federal government, local government units, and private organizations on
matters relating to People of African Heritage in Minnesota.

Implementing programs designed to solve problems of People of African Heritage when authorized by
statute, rule, or order; and

Publicizing the accomplishments of People of African Heritage and their contributions to the state

658 Cedar Street, Ste G57 | St. Paul, Minnesota 55155
651-757-1750 | mn.gov/cmah



