
Subject: SF4476 Waiver Reimagine 
 
Dear Chair Marty and the Committee, 
 
I am a parent/family member of a person with a disability in Minnesota. 
 
I am writing regarding Waiver Reimagine and the proposed changes to how budgets are 
determined. 
 
My understanding is that the current model is based on where a person lives, rather than being 
based only on individual needs. This is concerning to me. 
 
For my family, it is very important that services and supports reflect actual needs and allow 
people to live in the setting that works best for them. 
 
I personally am the caregiver for my adult daughter with autism and other complex mental 
health issues. 
 
My daughter chooses to live at home. 
The thought of not being able to give her the support and care she needs at home is very 
disturbing. She chooses to stay at home with me as her caregiver as long as she possibly can. 
Living in a group home or any other congregate environment will be the end to my daughter’s 
life. 
 
It would take away all she knows, her feeling safe, her feeling like she belongs and my daughter 
would absolutely become a shell of herself and that is if she would survive. 
 
Here at home she has her cats, her books, her blankets, stuffed animals the things that make 
her feel safe. 
She has many fears, many counts of PTSD one including a sexual assault resulting in a fear of 
men and people of authority. 
 
She is afraid to step outside on her own for fear of being kidnapped. 
 
She is dependent fo her daily cares. She won’t eat if someone doesn’t prepare or cue her too 
eat. 
 
She is a safety risk for herself. She self harms and has debilitating panic attacks. 
 
This letter could go on for days. 
 
But the one thing to take away from this is, 
My daughter will die if waiver reimagine happens. 
I respectfully ask that SF4476 include: 



 
A full repeal of Waiver Reimagine in its current form 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Melissa Cook Hupoert 


