April 27, 2026

Chair Marty and Committee Members,

I am writing to implore the entire committee to vote for a FULL repeal of the Waiver Reimagine SF4476.
The Waiver Reimagine omnibus bill and proposed changes will destroy families and the disability
community. This new program is designed to push those with disabilities into institutions verses them
being able to have the choice. Institutions are not the only choice; there are group home settings,
specialized disability community apartments, and living with family members. At the end of the day, it is
in most instances cheaper to NOT live in an institution setting. The individual, medical staff, and family
knows what is best. It is imperative that everyone have equal access, choice, and accessibility to housing
just like any other human in the U.S. Those with disabilities have a voice and deserve the best care; it
should not be a one-size-fits-all approach. Many individuals with disabilities can significantly contribute
to our community, whether that be through paid jobs, volunteering, or work programs. Everyone is a
needed and valued member of our community. Those with disabilities should not be pushed aside and
hidden in an already underpaid, short staffed, underfunded, and neglectful medical system in Minnesota
that has already been shown to have resulted in 50+ deaths since 2022.

My 25-year-old daughter is with us today because of the Minnesota Waiver system. She is able to live
with us and not be shoved off into the underfunded disability system by herself. Kaya will be graduating
with her MSW in 2 weeks from SCSU. Flexibility, choice, and family have been strengthened by the
CAC Waiver that she has had for over a decade. She is able to live, have the best care, accommodations
and modifications because Minnesota takes care of our most vulnerable. Kaya has suffered a stroke,
genetic progressive muscular dystrophy (DM1), is immunocompromised, and has a host of other
debilitating diagnoses. I am able to be at home to care for her as a paid parent of an adult and not have her
institutionalized in a medical facility 24/7. Kaya would not be here with us today if we did not have the
waiver system. Changes will be detrimental to so many, cutting off care, housing, and access.

With the Waiver Reimagined omnibus bill being brought to the table, it is our families that will lose. Our
children will not receive the care that they need to not only survive but to thrive. Our daughter is a
success story of why the waivers need to continue as is and not be changed. Our disability community
needs a FULL REPEAL of Waiver Reimagined, not just putting it off for more discussion or cuts. Our
most vulnerable and complex medical care individuals deserve to choose where they live, be supported by
their community, and be taken care of. Not one person on a waiver asks to be like this or live their life in
the black hole of the disability world.

Please repeal the new process of redefining waivers. Instead, work with the families who care for those
with disabilities. Listen to the clients with disabilities. We are their support system and have been tasked
to help lift up their voices, not silence them.

Please feel free to reach out with any questions or if you would like to hear from a family on a waiver.
Thank you for all that you do for our state!
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