April 26, 2026

Subject: SF4476 — Human Services Budget Bill (Waiver Reimagine)

Chair Marty and Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

| am writing regarding SF4476 and Waiver Reimagine, and | respectfully urge you to support
the full repeal of Waiver Reimagine in the Human Services Budget bill.

A delay, regardless of length, is not a sufficient solution. The Waiver Reimagine budget
model bases individual budgets on a person’s living setting rather than their actual needs.
This raises serious concerns about whether it aligns with federal requirements that
services be determined by individualized need.

| am a Minnesota parent with a disabled child being supported by waiver services. It is
critical that services and supports reflect actual needs and allow people to live in the
setting that works best for them.

Beyond these concerns, the current design creates troubling incentives. Tying funding to
residential settings risks encouraging more restrictive and institutional forms of care over
community-based living, which runs counter to person-centered planning and the goal of
supporting individuals in the least restrictive environment.

From a fiscal standpoint, the model is also unsound. Incentivizing institutional care over
community-based supports will ultimately increase long-term costs for the state, rather
than achieving sustainable and efficient service delivery.

Waiver Reimagine, as currently structured, is not a policy that can be corrected through
delay or minor adjustments. It is fundamentally flawed in design and execution. Moving
forward—even on a delayed timeline—will not resolve these core issues and will continue
to place individuals, families, and providers at risk.

For these reasons, | strongly urge the Senate Finance Committee to include a FULL REPEAL
of Waiver Reimagine in SF4476. Minnesota must pursue a path that is legally compliant,
fiscally responsible, and grounded in true person-centered care.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this critical issue.
Sincerely,
Jessica Klick

Maple Grove, MN



