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April 29, 2026

Re: SF 4476 — Support for group assisted living facility policy reforms in the Human
Services Omnibus Budget Bill

Chair Marty and Members of the Senate Finance Committee

On behalf of our 842 member cities, the League of Minnesota Cities appreciates the opportunity
to provide comments in support of several provisions in the 1% Engrossment of SF 4476, which
includes important policy reforms regarding group assisted living facilities. We appreciate that
the omnibus human services budget bill includes several important provisions, including
allowing licensing agencies to delegate inspection of licensed facilities to cities to ensure
reasonable property maintenance standards for group assisted living facilities, improving
communication between state licensing agencies and local governments, and expanding on
existing proximity considerations for certain licensed facilities.

The League of Minnesota Cities supports the following provisions in the 1% Engrossment of SF
4476:

Article 2, Section 4 and Article 4, Section 14 — Notice to Cities

The language in Article 2, Section 4 and Article 4, Section 14 improves coordination by
requiring licensing agencies to notify cities no later than five days after issuing a license for
245A and 144G licensed facilities with six or fewer residents in a permitted single-family
residence. Notification to cities with the license holder’s name and contact information, license
type and capacity, and the address will support better coordination between state and local
governments and help cities respond to community questions while carrying out local planning
responsibilities.

Article 2, Section 5, and Article 4, Section 22 — Delegation of Inspection Authority

The language in Article 2, Section 5 and Article 4, Section 22 restores the ability for cities to
ensure reasonable property maintenance standards continue to apply to these facilities. Local
inspections are an important tool for protecting residents by ensuring buildings remain safe and
habitable and that issues related to building conditions, sanitation, and life safety are addressed in
a timely manner. Cities are often the first point of contact when residents, neighbors, or first
responders identify concerns and are typically able to respond more quickly than state agencies
to address issues that may arise between periodic state inspections.

Article 2, Section 6 and Article 4, Section 13 — Proximity Standards

While we are disappointed that the language imposing a 650-foot proximity standard for
residential programs licensed under Minn. Stat. 245A and 245D was not included, the language,
the language in Article 2, Section 6 and Article 4, Section 11 represents a compromise between
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stakeholders. The language in Article 2, Section 6 and Article 4, Section 13 prohibits licensing
agencies from issuing a license for an assisted living facility licensed under Minn. Stat. 245A,
144G and 245D with six or fewer residents if the proposed setting shares a property or an
adjoining property with an existing community residential setting. Reasonable spacing
requirements help distribute supportive housing more evenly throughout communities and
support the goal of integrating individuals with disabilities into residential neighborhoods, while
still allowing flexibility through local approvals or a certificate of need process.

Together, these provisions strengthen the partnership between state agencies and local
governments while ensuring that group assisted living facilities remain safe, well maintained,
and integrated within communities.

Thank you for your consideration, and we respectfully urge members to support these important
changes contained in SF 4476.

Daniel Lightfoot

Senior Intergovernmental Relations Representative
League of Minnesota Cities



