April 26, 2026

Senate Finance Committee
RE: SF4476

Dear Chair Marty and Members of the Finance Committee,

The Multicultural Autism Action Network is a nonprofit organization serving families of children
with disabilities in multicultural communities. We write to express our strong support for some
sections of SF4476 and amendments, and express concern about others.

We strongly support halting the implementation of Waiver Reimagined. We are deeply
concerned that the current approach risks shifting the balance away from home- and
community-based living toward more restrictive congregate settings. This runs counter to what
many individuals with disabilities want for their lives: the opportunity to live at home, with their
families, and be supported in ways that truly meet their needs.

We have seen firsthand the consequences of this imbalance. In one case, a teenager with
significant needs who sought help from our organization was supported with a budget
exceeding $250,000 per year while living in a congregate setting. Yet when he returned home
to live with his family, his budget was reduced to just $30,000 annually—despite no change in
his needs. His family wanted to care for him at home, but the drastic reduction in support made
it impossible. As a result, he has cycled between home and congregate care, experiencing
instability, repeated hospitalizations, frequent reassessments, and significant stress for his
family. With appropriate support at home, much of this disruption—and cost—could have been
avoided.

We are also concerned that people with disabilities and their families have not been adequately
engaged in shaping Waiver Reimagined. Any changes to policies of this magnitude must be
informed by the people who use them.

Finally, we are troubled by the potential fiscal impact. By incentivizing more expensive
congregate care over home-based solutions, the current approach will increase costs to the
state while producing worse outcomes for individuals and families.

We strongly oppose the reinstatement of TEFRA fees.
The state of Minnesota took a huge step forward when it eliminated the parental fees for
children with disabilities to participate in Medicaid. When we eliminated those fees, the



legislature heard testimony from families who had turned down promotions, were forced to take
out a second mortgage, were driven deep into debt, or faced impossible choices between their
child's care and basic expenses. In other cases, families told stories about forgoing services
even though their children met the high threshold of care to qualify.

As a result of many years of hard work by parents and advocates, these fees were finally
eliminated in 2023, which had an immediate financial impact for the 10,000 Minnesota families
that participate in these programs. Reinstating those fees would be a huge step backwards.

We have seen many proposals that seek to balance the state budget on the backs of people
with disabilities. This is not the path forward for our state. We encourage you to strongly
oppose any efforts to reinstate the TEFRA fees.

Thank you for your consideration and your leadership.
Sincerely,
Multicultural Autism Action Network

Fatima Molas

Delia Samuel

Rufo Jiru

Maren Christenson Hofer



