
​April 27, 2026​

​Dear Chair Marty and Committee Members,​

​My name is Julie McDonell and I live in Bloomington with my husband and two children. I am writing on behalf​
​of my 8 year-old daughter, Macy, as well as other families of medically complex people with disabilities. I am​
​writing regarding SF 4476 and proposed changes to how budgets are determined with Waiver Reimagine.​

​Macy has a rare neurodevelopmental disorder. She has profound physical and intellectual disabilities and is​
​nonspeaking. Macy is also medically complex, has multiple medical diagnoses, and at times her condition can​
​change within seconds. She receives home care nursing and has regular medical and therapy appointments.​
​She will always require 24 hour care.​ ​Macy also loves​​music, dancing, her family, and her caregivers.  Her​
​laugh is contagious and her smile will melt your heart. Our family loves Macy exactly as she is, and we want​
​her to continue to live at home and be cared for by us, and by caregivers who are genuinely concerned about​
​her well-being, happiness, and growth.​

​Waiver Reimagine, if implemented as written, would decrease Macy’s budget so she could no longer have her​
​needs met at home.  This would force us to place her into a congregate care facility, which is really just another​
​name for​​institutionalized care. Macy’s budget in​​a congregate care facility would be​​several times​​the budget​
​for keeping her at home, living with people who love and care about her. This concept is reprehensible and​
​unethical, and it directly violates the Olmstead Plan.  Additionally, it would cost taxpayers​​significantly​​more​
​than what Macy receives on her CAC waiver, living at home with her family, where we all​​choose​​for her​​to​
​live​​.​

​For Macy, our family, and for hundreds of other Minnesota residents with disabilities, it is important that​
​services and supports are connected to​​people’s needs​​and that they are able to​​choose to live in the setting​
​that is best for them​​.​​I respectfully urge that SF4476​​include not just a delay in implementation, but​
​instead a full repeal of Waiver Reimagine in its current form.​

​Thank you for your consideration and support of people with disabilities,​

​Sincerely,​

​Julie (& Macy) McDonell​
​j_wennerstrom@hotmail.com​
​952-215-7550​
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