
Chair Marty and Committee Members,  

I want to tell you a little bit about myself. I have very sweet little daughter who is . She is a 
warrior! She was born at 25 weeks and 2 days. She had a very short NICU stay. After she 
was home for four days, she had to be rushed back to Mayo by ambulance for life saving 
support. Which this changed her life forever. She ended up with a total of 14cm total of 
intestines. Which now means that she's on IV bags and this is how she receives her dietary 
needs. She's not able to eat anything by mouth she takes a little bit of formula so that we 
can keep her intestines working. She'll one day need a full transplant which consists of 
liver, intestines, and kidneys until that time she'll need to be fed using her central line.  

She is a frequent flyer of the ER & hospital stays she gets sick which is much more severe 
than a typical person. My daughter highly relies on Medicaid and she needs this. 

During the first year of life, she ended up having a level three brain bleed. She had 
emergency surgery and we were blessed to be able to save her life by surgery. However, my 
daughter lost her vision completely as a result from brain surgery.  

Due to the long hospital stays, be born so premature, blindness my daughter relies heavily 
on Special Education. She receives PT, OT, VI, O&M, and Speech. Immediately after turning 
three my daughter started preschool so that we can work on these subjects to help her be 
successful in school.  

My daughter had been enrolled for daycare and she was supposed to start daycare and I 
was supposed to go back to work once she hit the age requirements. I am a single parent of 
three beautiful girls and I had to make the choice between my daughter going to up for 
adoption or me staying at home to take care of her. I decided to stay home to take care of 
her which means I went from upper middle class to lower class overnight. I have to rely on 
programs for getting paid for her nursing programs, food assistance, social security, and 
Medicaid in order to make this all work. Never in my life did I ever imagine some President 
along with Doge coming into America and gutting every single program.   

I ask that the Finance Committee members support the full repeal of waiver reimagine 
currently in Omnibus budget bill SF4476. The current HSRI (Human Services Research 
Institute) budget model is illegal because it bases individual budgets on living setting nots 
on needs. This design is a violation of state & federal law. Moving forward with a flawed plan 
that incentives institutional care over community living will end up costing the state more 
money. Other states with HSRI waive redesigns have experienced challenges and litigation. 
The current budget model in Waiver Reimagine is flawed beyond repair.  Let’s Repeal it 
now!   

 



 

Sincerely, Megan   


