National Alliance on Mental lliness

MINNESOTA

April 28, 2026

Finance Committee
Minnesota Senate Building
95 University Avenue West
Saint Paul, MN 55155

RE: SF 4476

Dear Chair Marty and Committee Members,

On behalf of NAMI Minnesota, thank you for your continued leadership in strengthening
Minnesota’s mental health system. We are supportive of provisions in the bill that expand case
management for people who are incarcerated — an important step in ensuring continuity of
mental health care, improving reentry outcomes, and supporting recovery.

We do, however, want to express concerns regarding proposed changes to Nursing Facility
Level of Care (NF LOC) criteria that would add vague language — specifically, “the person has
significant difficulty with memory, using information, daily decision making, or
behavioral needs that require intervention.” Without further clarification, this language may
be narrowly interpreted and may not fully capture the episodic and fluctuating nature of serious
mental iliness or the critical role of prompts, peer/recovery support, and medication reminders in
supporting daily functioning. For Minnesotans living with serious mental iliness, CADI waiver
services are often essential to accessing the level of care and support needed to remain in the
community.

Access to CADI waivers is already a significant barrier for many Minnesotans living with mental
illness. Please carefully consider the mental health implications of these changes. Preserving
access to CADI waivers through these eligibility pathways is critical to maintaining a system that
supports stability, recovery, and community-based care for individuals with serious mental
illness. Thank you for your attention to these concerns and for your ongoing commitment to
improving access to mental health resources for all Minnesotans.

Sincerely,

Marcus Schmit
Executive Director
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