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April 27, 2026
Dear Chair and Committee Members,

On behalf of a coalition of 10 cities in the northwest metro, we would like to express our sincere
appreciation for the inclusion of language stemming from SF4279 in the omnibus bill.

The provisions included in Article 2, Sections 4-7 and Article 4, Sections 13,14, and 22 are the result of
extensive conversations, stakeholder engagement, and continued conversations and negotiations over
many months. These discussions began during the interim, continued through the legislative session,
and involved significant collaboration among cities, legislators, providers, and other interested parties.
The language before you reflects a carefully negotiated agreement that emerged from those ongoing
efforts.

We support the inclusion of these provisions and are hopeful that this agreed-upon language will begin to
address the longstanding challenges facing our cities, including the overconcentration and de facto
institutionalization of congregate care settings in the northwest metro.

Throughout this process, our cities made substantial concessions in the spirit of compromise and
collaboration in order to reach a workable path forward. While no agreement is perfect, we believe the
language included in the omnibus bill represents meaningful progress and an important step toward
more balanced, inclusive communities.

We also respectfully note that lasting progress will require continued partnership and adequate
resources. Ongoing investment and collaboration will be essential to ensure cities have the tools
necessary to effectively respond to these challenges and support residents in integrated community
settings.

Thank you for your leadership, your engagement on this issue, and your commitment to advancing
thoughtful solutions.

Sincerely,
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Jenny Max Jay Stroebel Matt Stemwedel
City Administrator, Champlin City Manager, Brooklyn Park City Manager, Coon Rapids



