Senate Finance Committee,

| am writing to urge you to ensure that
the Omnibus Budget Bill SF4476
includes a full repeal of Waiver
Reimagine.

A one-year delay is not a solution. The
underlying HSRI budget model is
fundamentally flawed and, more
importantly, illegal because it bases
individual budgets on /iving setting
rather than individual need. This
structure directly conflicts with federal
disability law and longstanding civil
rights protections, as outlined in the
April 12, 2026 legal analysis by Seamus
O'Meara.

Federal law is clear: services must be
delivered in the most integrated setting
appropriate to the needs of the individual
—not determined by where a person




lives. A system that allocates smaller
budgets to individuals living
independently, while directing larger
resources toward provider-controlled or
institutional settings, is discriminatory
by design. It creates a financial incentive
to push people out of their homes and
communities and into more restrictive
environments.
Moving forward with Waiver Reimagine
in its current form would:

Violate the integration mandate

under federal law

Place thousands of Minnesotans at

risk of unnecessary

institutionalization

Expose the state to significant legal

challenges and costly litigation

Ultimately increase long-term costs

by incentivizing higher-cost, provider-



controlled care over community-

based solutions
Other states that have attempted similar
HSRI-based redesigns have already
faced serious implementation failures,
budget instability, and legal action.
Minnesota should not repeat those
mistakes.
The current budget model is not fixable
through delay or minor adjustments. It is
structurally flawed beyond repair.
Continuing to invest time and resources
into this model will only deepen harm to
people with disabilities and increase
financial risk for the state.
Minnesota has long been a leader in
supporting people with disabilities to
live, work, and thrive in their
communities. Waiver Reimagine, as
designed, moves us backward.



For these reasons, | respectfully urge
you to take decisive action:

Repeal Waiver Reimagine in full now.
Thank you for your leadership and your
commitment to protecting the rights,
dignity, and independence of
Minnesotans with disabilities.
Sincerely,

Penny and Gage Perryman

Cannon Falls, Minnesota



