April 28, 2026
Dear Chair Marty and Members of the Finance Committee,

My name is Lauren Thompson, and I live in District 40. I am a disability rights advocate and a CADI
Waiver recipient. I rely on home care services to live safely and independently, and I support the goal of
the Reserve Fund proposal: To ensure that people are not left without care when services are disrupted.

Continuity of care is not a convenience; it is essential to basic health, safety, and dignity. When services
lapse, the consequences are immediate and serious.

I want to say how much I appreciate Lydia Dawley’s advocacy about this. Sharing personal experiences in
this space takes courage, and perspectives like hers are critical to shaping responsive policy.

As this proposal moves forward, careful attention to its structure will be essential. Policies like this hinge
on key details: who qualifies, what triggers support, how it is funded, and who is responsible for
implementation. These elements will determine whether a solution is both effective and sustainable.
Clarity and transparency in how proposals are developed and communicated will also be important to
maintaining trust with the community.

I also want to emphasize the importance of ongoing engagement with the disability community beyond
this Disability Day at the Capital, April 29th. Meaningful inclusion means not only hearing our stories but
ensuring we are informed participants in developing the policies that affect our lives.

There is a real opportunity here to strengthen stability in home care services. Thoughtful design and
continued collaboration will be key to getting it right.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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Lauren Thompson

Lmt878@yahoo.com
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