
April 27, 2026 

Dear Chair Marty and Members of the Finance Committee, 

My name is Lauren Thompson; I live in District 40. I am a CADI waiver recipient and disability rights advocate. I 

am writing to respectfully urge you to support a full repeal of Waiver Reimagine in the Human Services omnibus 

bill, SF4476. 

Concerns about Waiver Reimagine have existed since its inception. At its core are inequitable budget caps and a 

fundamentally flawed methodology that bases individual budgets on residential setting rather than on assessed 

needs. This approach directly contradicts person-centered principles and creates a dangerous incentive structure—

one that favors more restrictive, institutional models of care over community-based living. 

The result is clear: fewer people with disabilities will have the option to live independently in their communities. 

That is not just a policy concern; it is a civil rights issue. It conflicts with established state and federal protections, 

including the Olmstead decision and the Rehabilitation Act, which affirm the right to live in the least restrictive 

setting possible. 

For many Minnesotans with disabilities, these inequitable budget constraints would amount to a loss of fundamental 

freedoms. They would push more individuals into group homes, nursing facilities, and other institutional settings; 

placing additional strain on an already overburdened care system. 

At the same time, this approach is fiscally unsound. Institutionalized care services are often significantly more 

expensive than self-directed, community-based support that allow individuals to live more independently. A large-

scale shift toward institutional settings would not reduce costs, it would increase overall state spending and place a 

greater burden on both the economy and an already struggling care workforce. In many cases, it would result in the 

inefficient use of public resources by funding higher levels of care that are neither necessary nor desired. See, e.g., 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services; Medicaid and CHIP Payment and Access Commission; Kaiser Family 

Foundation (KFF) (demonstrating that home- and community-based services are often less costly per person than 

institutional care). 

Over the course of several years, advocates, stakeholders, and Department of Human Services staff have made good-

faith efforts to address these issues. I have personally participated in those efforts and deeply respect the dedication 

of those involved. However, the fundamental problems remain unresolved. 

At a certain point, we must move beyond intent and evaluate outcomes. As currently designed, Waiver Reimagine 

risks violating rights, destabilizing lives, and creating avoidable costs for the state. 

Another delay will not fix a structurally flawed system. The responsible course of action is to stop, reassess, and 

rebuild. 

I urge you to support a full repeal of Waiver Reimagine in SF4476. Doing so will allow Minnesota to move 

forward collaboratively and develop a waiver system that is lawful, sustainable, and truly responsive to the needs of 

disabled Minnesotans. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Lauren Thompson

Lauren Thompson 

Lmt878@yahoo.com 
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